27 AUG 1996
Sar awak- Mahat hi r
BN SUCCESS | N SARAWAK A GOOD SI G\, SAYS PM

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 27 (Bernamm) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad sai d today the success of Sarawak Bari san Nasional (BN) in
capturing 19 seats uncontested in the state el ection schedul ed for Sept 7-8
was a good sign although it could not yet formthe governnent.

Dr Mahathir, who is BN chairman, said he was worried that a big victory
by the BN on nomi nation day today m ght cause voters to stay away on
polling day on the assunption the BN woul d be returned to power regardl ess
of whether they voted or not.

"This matter is inportant. | amworried that after taking so many
seats, there may be voters who think the BN has al ready won (the el ection)
and they should give one or two seats to the opposition even though the
opposition is usel ess.

"W are aware of this kind of thinking anong voters. That is why it is
a good thing that the BN did not win (a majority of seats on nom nation
day). It neans the voters will turn out in big nunbers to vote (on polling
day)," he said to reporters at Sultan Abdul Aziz Shah International Airport
in Subang on his return froma four-day working visit to China.

The El ection Commi ssion announced this afternoon that the BN has won 19
seats uncontested. The new State Assenbly has 62 seats, six nore than
previously.

Asked on the factors which hel ped the BN to capture so many seats
unopposed, Dr Mahathir said "there are no issues in Sarawak".

"Devel opnent in Sarawak under the BN governnment is very obvious and
rapid,” he said, adding that the Sarawak BN governnent has carried out its
responsibilities with full sincerity.

"W can see the rapid devel opment in Sarawak. Mddern facilities have
been provided even in the renpte areas. Tourismis growi ng rapidly and
sophi sticated i ndustries have now reached Sarawak," he said.

He said the BN governnment in Sarawak woul d not be conpl acent, however.

"We are aware of our responsibilities and we will not forget themif we
are re-elected,” he said. -- BERNAMVA
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