15 JAN 1996
Li pi s-victory
BN VI CTORY W THOUT CONTEST SHOWS OPPGCSI TI ON | S BANNKRUPT OF | DEAS

KUALA LIPI'S, Jan 15 (Bernama) -- Am hanzah Ahnad, the Bari san Nasi ona
candi date who was returned unopposed when nomination closed for the Lipis
parliamtary by-election today, said the opposition was "bankrupt of ideas
and they dared not face the ruling party.”

He did not expect an easy victory, for he had earlier believed the
opposition would be fielding two candi dat es.

"The opposition probably felt that they had no issue to raise, and as a
result they did not want to field any candidate,”" he told reporters shortly
after the announcenent of his victory at the Kuala Lipis District Ofice
her e.

Am hanzah, 46, a businessman and Lipis Umo D vision treasurer, thanked
Umo President and Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad and
Menteri Besar Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob for the support and confidence they had

given him

News of his victory brought gratifying comments fromvarious party
| eaders with Khalil, one of the first to react, describing it as yet
"anot her proof of the people's confidence" in the BN

Khalil who is state Umo |iaison chief said the victory was indeed the

"best reward" for Dr Mahathir, his deputy Datuk Seri Anwar |brahi mand the
Pahang peopl e.

The BN woul d receive a "bigger nandate" conpared with the previous
elections if it had gone to the poll on Jan 27, in view of the opposition's
dificulty in gaining support against the BN whi ch had strong grass-root
support, he said.

Umo Vice President Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak said the victory,
further consolidating the party position, was due to the confidence of the
people in the party | eadership, especially in the state.

Although initially several opposition parties stated they woul d not
give an easy victory for the BN, they | ater decided agai nst contesting when
they saw no chances of w nning.

Bef ore nomination closed at 1lam the only woul d-be adversary,

i ndependent candi date S Sel varajoo a/l Kalliannan, 36, wi thdrew his
nomi nati on papers, and told the waiting reporters that he was declaring his
firmsupport for the BN | eadershi p under Khalil

Sel varaj oo who had given a Blue Vall ey address on the Caneron
H ghl ands, said he had the intention to contest the seat earlier in view of
the "many problens, such as land titles" in his area which need to be
addressed, but decided to withdraw after a neeting with Khalil.

Kel antan Umo |iai son chief Datuk Annuar Miusa said the choice of
Am hanzah, a local born, for the parlianentary constituency, was nost apt
since he would be in the best position to concentrate on devel opnent in the
rural and the urban areas under his constituency.

Pahang MCA chi ef Datuk Lim Ah Lek in welconing the victory said it was
cl ear proof of the "undivided support” for the BN, adding that although
there was no contest the governnent would fulfill its conmitment to bring
better living for the people, especially those in Lipis.

M C deputy president Datuk S Subramani am sharing simlar views stated
that the BN was still required to rule with its excellent |eadership style
as it had erlier denonstrated.

In SHAH ALAM Menteri Besar Tan Sri Muhanmad Haji Muihammad Tai b
contratul ati ng Am hanzah on his unexpected win said the peopl e had once



agai n given total support for the government to | ead the nation to the
"hi gher pinnacle" of glory.

Usual Iy the opposition would seize upon the opportunity to field
candi dates in any by-election to stir up various issues. "However this time
they realise the people are fully supporting the Barisan," he said.

In SEREMBAN, Menteri Besar Tan Sri Mhand | sa Abdul Sanmaed said the
victory was a "clear nanifestation" of the people' s confidence in the
party.

Speaking to reporters after the earth-breaking cerenony for the
Serenban City Centre project here, he said the opposition was now facing a
di I erma.

Their position, especially those under the Angkatan Perpaduan Umah | ed
by PAS and the Semangat 46, was becom ng "nore shaky and untenable," he
added. -- Bernanm
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