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BOOST TO ASI A- EUROPE EDUCATI ON COOPERATI ON

KUALA LUMPUR, March 11 (Bernama) -- Ml aysia's proposal on the
Asi a- Europe uni versity programme has gained strength with the hol ding of a
di al ogue between Fi nni sh and Ml aysi an educational authorities here today.

A 35-nenber del egation fromFinland met Ml aysi an Educati on M nistry
of ficials and education experts to di scuss higher technical and economi cs
educati on.

The di al ogue was very tinmely and rel evant to Mal aysia as the Second
Qutline Perspective Plan (SOPP) has forecast that Mal aysia would require
about 56, 600 engi neers in the year 2000, Education Mnistry
Secretary-CGeneral Datuk Dr Johari Mat told reporters after the neeting.

Mal aysi a and Finland shoul d nutual ly benefit fromthe strengths and
opportunities available in both their higher educational systens, he said.

Dr Johari said the government had asked the ministry to take the | ead
role in setting up a centre for Asian and East Asian Studi es and tw nning
progr ames bet ween European and Asi an universities.

At the Asia-Europe neeting in Bangkok recently, Prime M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad suggested that European universities establish
twi nning programes with their Asian counterparts or set up branches in
Asi a under the Asia-Europe university progranmme.

According to him Ml aysia currently has 26,500 engi neers.

"The | ocal higher education institutions can only produce 21, 000. There
is still a gap and the need to produce a further 9,100 engi neers from ot her
sources," he said.

He said the denmand for assistant engineers was even nore critical, with
a projected need of 195,300 such skilled manpower by the year 2000 agai nst
the present "stock and forecast output” of 156,470 fromlocal institutions.

He said with Finland s enphasis on technical and vocational education,
including its polytechnics known as AMK Institutes, the mnistry believed
it could help deliver the kind of training required by Ml aysi a.

He al so said Mal aysia was giving equal inportance on the need to
produce good managers and economi sts to nmanage, sustain and further
i ncrease the present econom ¢ devel opnent.

"A concerted effort should be nmade to generate opportunities and
academ ¢ cooperation between the two countries and there should be a
Wi n-win situation for both countries,” he said.

Head of the Finnish del egati on Jukka Lahtinen said the visit was part
of a national strategy to train experts in Asian business culture and
nmanagenent .

A programe known as "Pronoting New | ndustries Through Education",
| aunched in 1992, had been internationalised to create internationa
educati on-i ndustry networks for Finnish polytechnics, specifically in
Eur ope, Asia Pacific and Russia, he said.

Through the Asia Pacific pilot project, a group of polytechnics has
started training staff for Asian contacts, devel oped the curricul umfor
i ncreasing the students' know edge of Asia Pacific and established student
and staff exchange progranmes.

Lahti nen said trade between Finland and Mal aysia was i n good bal ance
and Mal aysia was said to be the only country in Asia to achi eve such a
si tuati on.

According to him inports and exports between the two countries
i ncreased 200 percent to US$450 million |l ast year conpared to 1990.



The Fi nnish universities offer al nost 200 programmes in informtion and
tel ecomuni cati ons technol ogy, forestry and wood- based products, oi
refinery and busi ness adm nistration at the graduate and post-graduate
| evel s, he said.

The Nordic country, with a land area of 338,000 sq kmand a popul ati on
of just over five mllion, has 28 pol ytechnics and 21 universities.

The visitors include officials of the Finland National Board of
Educati on. - - BERNAVA
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