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Al at as- Bri dge
BRI DGE LI NKI NG MALAYSI A- | NDONESI A BEI NG DI SCUSSED

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 7 (Bernamm) -- Mal aysia and | ndonesi a today di scussed
the possibility of building a bridge to Iink Peninsular Ml aysia and North
Sumatra, |ndonesian Foreign Mnister Ali Al atas said.

Briefing reporters on the neeting between President Suharto and Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamed earlier, Alatas said the two
| eaders agreed that the proposed bridge is "a good idea" and it would be
di scussed further

"For such a project, it is primarily the private sector that ought to
come up with the capital and the two governnents ought to further discuss
this possibility," he said.

He said the proposed bridge woul d enhance | and communi cati on between
the two countries.

The plan would fit in with Indonesia's latest tourismpolicy to all ow
tourists from nei ghbouring countries to bring their own cars to visit
I ndonesi a.

Suharto's two-day working visit to Mal aysi a ends today.

Al atas said Indonesia is also planning to build bridges to Iink Sumatra
and Java, Java and Bali, and between its other i sl ands.

He said Dr Mahathir expressed Mal aysia's keenness to expand its
i nvestnents in | ndonesi a.

Suharto wel conmed Mal aysia's intention but hoped that special attention
woul d be paid to the eastern part of I|ndonesia, an area which the
| ndonesi an government is trying to pronote to i nvestors, he said.

"We will continue to need investnent projects that are | abour-intensive
as a preference," Al atas added.

On energy cooperation, he said both countries would continue
consul tations regarding the | aying of underwater power transm ssion cables
to supply electricity fromthe Bakun hydroel ectric damin Sarawak to
Peni nsul ar Mal aysi a which will pass through I ndonesi an archi pel agi c seas.

"I'n this connection, Indonesia's cooperation is being sought and we
al ready have an agreenment for many years which arranges for Malaysia to
utilise certain rights across the archi pel agi c seas of |ndonesia,"” he
added.

He said the two | eaders al so expressed their concern over the heavy
maritinme traffic, especially large ships, in the Melaka Straits and the
need for their respective countries and Singapore to di scuss ways to
relieve the situation.

He said I ndonesia would also ook into Malaysia's intention to procure
sand fromit for |and reclamati on and devel opnent purposes.

Dr Mahathir and Suharto were happy with the cooperation between the two
countries in the various growh triangles established within Asean, said
Al at as.
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