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By: Miin Abdul Mjid

KUALA LUVPUR, March 23 (Bernama) -- Wth a confidence derived fromits
new y-found freedom and economc reform Poland is now ready to get down to
busi ness with countries in other dynam c regi ons of the world.

The Polish Prinme Mnister Dr Wodzimerz Cnoszewicz's visit to
Mal aysi a and several other countries in Southeast Asia underscores the
aggressi ve approach his governnent is taking to pronote bilateral and
multilateral trade and investment, and cooperation in other fields.

Tal ks between the Polish | eader, who arrived here yesterday for a
three-day visit, and Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad resulted
in prom ses of greater cooperation in those fields.

They both agreed that the 1995 bilateral trade amount of RMB0O nillion
(US$120 million) was not good enough and steps nmust be taken to rectify
t his.

According to the National Chanber of Commerce and I ndustry of Ml aysia
(NCCIM vice-president, Senator Datuk V.K K Teagarajan, the figure
accounted for only 0.1 per cent of Malaysia's overall trade.

At a business | uncheon organi sed by NCCI Min honour of Dr Cinbszew cz
t oday, Teagaraj an di sclosed that recent figures showed that Ml aysi an
i nvestnent in Poland was zero while Poland' s investnent here was relatively
smal | .

He said the main problemcould be the | ack of information exchange
bet ween the two countries.

Not for long, as Dr Cinobszewi cz said both he and Dr Mahathir agreed
that a nore dynani c and aggressive approach should be | aunched by the
Pol i sh Agency of Foreign Investnment and the Ml aysi an | nvest nent and
Devel opnent Aut hority.

Teagaraj an underlined a few areas where the private sectors of both
countries could join hands such as energy, oil and gas extraction and food
processi ng.

Apart fromecononmic nmatters, Ml aysia and Pol and al so agreed to
cooperate in other areas, ranging fromtransportation to the reconstruction
of Bosni a Herzegovi na

The national carriers of both countries m ght soon |ink Kuala Lunpur
and Warsaw with the decision by the two sides to revive the dornmant air
servi ces agreenent signed in 1975.

That, and Poland's prom se to ook into the visa problemfaced by
Mal aysi ans wi shing to travel there, could spell the increase in the nunber
of contacts between the people of the two countri es.

Dr Cinopbszew cz has al so conveyed his president's invitation to the Yang
di - Pertuan Agong Tuanku Ja' afar and Raja Permai suri Agong Tuanku Najihah to
visit Poland. The Polish Prime Mnister extended a sinmilar invitation to Dr
Mahat hi r.

Dr Cinoszewicz, his wife Barbara and the rest of the Polish del egation
are nowin the island resort of Langkawi. They will fly hone tonorrow. --
Ber nama
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