01 MAR 1996

BRI TAIN G VES WRI TTEN ASSURANCE TO SETTLE HAWK PROBLEM

KUALA LUMPUR, March 1 (Bernama) -- Britain today gave a witten
undertaking to resol ve the problemof faulty conponents experienced by the
28 Hawk fighters it sold to Ml aysi a.

Def ence M ni ster Datuk Syed Hami d Al bar said copies of a letter
containing this assurance were sent to Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad, Deputy Prime M nister Datuk Seri Anwar | brahi mand
hi msel f.

The letter was signed by British Defence Mnistry's Head of Defence
Export Services Organi sation, Charles Masefield.

About 30 conponents of the 18 Hawk 200 and 10 Hawk 100 were prone to
br eakdowns rendering the aircraft incapable of operating at the optimm
| evel .

The aircraft were bought fromBritish Aerospace (BAe) under an
agreement between Mal aysia and Britain. -- BERNAVA
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