07 APR 1996
Bi | dt - conf er ence
BRUSSELS CONFERENCE |'S ON AS SCHEDULED, SAYS BI LDT

KUALA LUMPUR, April 7 (Bernama) -- International H gh Representative to
Bosni a- Her zegovina Carl Bildt today confirned that the Brussels Conference
will be held as schedul ed even without the representatives of the Bosnian
Ser bs.

"The second donors' conference in Brussels will go ahead event hough
there is not nmuch progress fromthe Bosnian Serbs," he told Bernama at the
Sul tan Abdul Aziz Shah Airport here before his departure for Tokyo.

He said the two-day conference beginning on Friday is expected to be
attended by 50 to 60 countries.

The conference is ainmed at raising mllions of dollars for the
reconstructi on of Bosni a-Herzegovina. The Brussels Conference will try to
raise US$1.2 billion in pledges for Bosnia this year to add to the US$600
mllion in pledges nmade | ast year.

Bildt, who arrived here yesterday for a two-day stopover to seek
Mal aysi a' s support on the restructing of the war-ravaged Bal kan state, said
Mal aysi a pl ayed an i nportant rol e anong nmenber countries of the
Organi sation of Islamc Conference (O C) towards hel ping the reconstruction
of the fornmer Yugosl avian state.

A report recently said the conference will be called off unless the 88
Bosni an war prisoners held by the three warring factions -- Muslinms, Croats
and serbs -- are rel eased.

However, reports from Sarajevo said the Bosnian Muslimauthorities late
Friday freed 18 Serbs prisoners of war, handing themover to Nato-|ed peace
| mpl enent ati on Force (I FOR) troops. The Bosnian Croats neanwhil e took 28
Serbs froma jail near Mstar to a site near the Bosnian town of Kupres
where they were supposed to be handed to the Serb authorities.

According to the International Cormittee of the Red Cross, 28 prisoners
of war were held by the Bosnian federation, 44 by the Croats and 16 by the
Ser bs.

Bidlt said he was confident that the Brussels neeting would result in
positive notes even w thout representatives of the Bosnian Serbs.

On his short stay in Ml aysia, the former Swedish Prinme Mnister who is
no stranger to Malaysia said during his nmeeting with Prime M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanad and Forei gn M nister Datuk Abdul | ah Ahnad Badaw ,
both of themindicated Malaysia's willingness to help in the reconstruction
of Bosnia. Bidlt made an official visit to Malaysia in 1994 when headi ng
t he Swedi sh gover nment .

On his one-day stopover in the Japanese capital, Bidlt said: "It is a
simlar mssion as the one in Malaysia and | hope | will be able to neet
t he Japanese Prinme M nister, Finance Mnister and Foreign Mnister."

He said Japan is another country that has indicated its willingness to
assi st in the reconstruction of the Bal kan state.

Bi dlt, acconpani ed by special adviser Dane Pauline Neville-Jones,
spokesnman M cheal Maclay and personal secretary Bjorn Lyvvall, wll proceed
to Sarajevo after Tokyo before going to Brussels.

Mal aysia is expected to be repersented at the Brussel s Conference by
Def ence M nsiter Datuk Syed Hami d Al bar, who is also attendi ng a conference
of the O C Assistance Mbilisation Goup for Bosni a-Herzegovina in
Sar aj evo. -- Bernama
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