06 APR 1996
Bi | dt - Bosni a
BRUSSELS CONFERENCE LI KELY TO BE ON SCHEDULE

KUALA LUMPUR, April 6 (Bernama) -- International H gh Representative to
Bosni a- Her zegovina Carl Bildt said today the Brussels Conference is likely
to be held as schedul ed next weekend al though it m ght not include
representatives of the Bosnian Serbs.

"Yes, the indications are that the conference will go ahead,” he told a
news conference after calling on Foreign M nister Datuk Abdul | ah Ahmad
Badawi at the Foreign Mnistry here.

Bil dt, who arrived today for a two-day stopover, said he woul d assess
the situation in Bosni a- Her zegovi na before naking a "final recomrendati on"
to the countries which will be attending the conference.

Organi sers of the donors conference, so called because it is ained at
raising mllions of dollars for the reconstructi on of Bosni a-Herzegovi na,
have threatened to cancel the nmeeting unless the 88 Bosnian war prisioners
held by the three warring factions -- Muslinms, Croats and Serbs -- were
rel eased

However, reports from Sarajevo said the Bosnian Muslimauthorities late
Friday freed 18 Serb prisoners of war, handing themover to NATO | ed peace
| mpl enent ation Force (I FOR) troops who drove themthrough the night to the
Ser b-hel d town of Pale.

The Bosni an Croats neanwhil e took 28 Serbs froma jail near Mdstar to a
site near the central Bosnian town of Kupres where they were supposed to be
handed over to Serb authorities overnight, the reports quoted Red Cross
of ficials as saying.

According to the International Commttee of Red Cross, 28 prisoners of
war were held by the Bosnian federation, 44 by the Croats and 16 by the
Ser bs.

Bildt said: "I amgoing to nmake a final recommendati on to governnents
| ater tonight or early tonorrow.

"As things stand now, it looks as if | would be able to give the green
light for the conference but not for the participation of the Bosnian Serbs
side. "

He hoped that "things would be different in the positive sense” in that
the Serbs would rel ease the prisoners before he decides on their
participation at the conference.

Asked if he thinks the Serbs would rel ease the prisoners within the
next 24 hours, Bildt said: "I don't see it yet...there is a deadline to
rel ease the prisoners in Bosnia at 1l0amtoday and if they don't, | think
they are out of the picture for the tine being."

The European Uni on, co-organisers of the conference, and Russia have
said the April 12 and 13 conference woul d not go ahead unless all prisoners
were rel eased.

Mal aysia is expected to be represented at the conference by Defence
M ni ster Datuk Syed Hamid Al bar, who will also attend a conference of the
Organi sation of Islamc Conference (O C) Assistance Mbilisation Goup for
Bosni a- Her zegovi na i n Saraj evo next week.

The Brussels conference will try to raise US$1.2 billion in pledges for
Bosnia this year to add to the US$600 million in pl edges nade | ast year.

Abdul I ah told the news conference that he informed Bil dt about
Mal aysia's willingness to help in the reconstruction of Bosnia.

"Wt are really serious and consistent in this matter," he said.

Earlier, Bildt called on Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mohamad



at the Prime Mnister's Departnent.

The former Swedish Prine Mnister will |eave for Tokyo tonorrow.
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