23 FEB 1996
Bosni an- PMC
BUKVI C DI ED FROM MULTI PLE ORGAN FAI LURE, SAYS PMC

KUALA LUVPUR, Feb 23 (Bernama) -- The charge d' affaires at the Bosnian
enbassay here, |brahimBukvic, died frommultiple organ failure arising
fromconmplications of his illness, the Pantai Medical Centre (PMC) said
t oday.

PMC' s public relations executive Judy Hor said in a statenent that
Bukvi c was adm tted under the care of his own private personal doctor and
had several operations due to thronbosis of the blood supply to the
i ntestines.

Three separate sections of his intestines had to be renoved, she said.

Hor said the PMC extended its synpathy and condol ence to his famly.

Bukvic, 55, who was adnmitted to the PMC on Jan 31 for stommch pains,

di ed three days ago.

Bukvic's son, Aner Bukvic, 22, had expressed di smay over the nedical
treatnment his father received at the PMC and that the fam |y had | odged
conplaints with the centre's authorities as well as Wsna Putra and the
Bosni an Foreign Mnistry over the natter.

Recal ling events leading up to his father's death, Amer said Bukvic
underwent an operation on his appendi x foll ow ng adm ssion to hospital.

Seven days |l ater, he said his father was again operated on, this tineg,
for a bl ocked intestine.

Amer said two nore operations were performed on his father, one to
remedy a stitch that had come | oose and the | ast when his condition took a
turn for the worst before he died.

When contacted at his house in Petaling Jaya today, Amer told Bernana
that his famly would make a fornmal conplaint to the authorities if
necessary to begin investigation into Bukvic's death.

"If it is necessary that ny famly should give a witten conplaint (to
begin an investigation), | will do whatever the Ml aysi an governnent ask ne
to do," he said.

Amer was asked to comment on the statement by the chairman of the
Mal aysi an Medi cal Council (MVC), Tan Sri Abu Bakar Sul ai man, yesterday that
the MMC was prepared to probe the cause of Bukvic's death.

Abu Bakar, who is the Director-General of Health, said Bukvic's famly
could send in a conplaint to the MMC. He was al so quoted as saying that the
famly could sue the private hospital if they believed there was
negl i gence.

Aner said he informed Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad "about everythi ng”
after the Prime M nister signed the condol ence book at the Bosni an enbassy
in Petaling Jaya on Wdnesday.

Aner said the Prine Mnister told himthat the matter woul d be
i nvesti gat ed.

"I put full trust in the Prime Mnister's judgnent and of the Ml aysian
governnent," he added.

Meanwhi | e PMC doctors involved in the hospital's managenent in a
statement sai d Bukvic had a nmedical history of gall bladder infection, high
bl ood pressure, heart attack and he was on intermttent treatnent.

The doctors who treated Bukciv before his death, said today in view of
his past nmedical history, the risk of surgery and anaest hesi a was di scussed
with his famly at |ength.

The doctors said an energency operation had to be perforned on Bukvic
on the sane evening on Jan 29, the day he was adnitted to PMC for acute



appendicitis.

According to the doctors, while Bukvic was recovering fromthe
operation, he devel oped another attack of abdomi nal pain, a drop in bl ood
pressure and the ki dneys stopped functi oni ng.

" The diagnosis of thronbosis of the blood supply to the small bowel
was made, " the statenent said.

However, Bukvic had to be stabilised before another operation could be
undertaken. The second operation confirned the thronbosis in three separate
sections of the small bowel which had to be renpved.

" Due to the abdom nal distension, another procedure to strengthen the
wound was perforned. He al so devel oped bl eeding fromthe stonmach whi ch was
successfully treated, " the statenent said.

Inspite all the efforts and in view of Bukvic's previous nedical
condition and severity of the di sease, he succunbed to the ill ness.

The statenent al so said that Bukvic had had a heart attack five years
ago and he had been admitted to PMC in 1994 for a stroke where he was
successfully treated with al nbst conpl ete recovery. -- Bernanma
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