12 SEP 1996
PM Zi nbabwe
BUSY SCHEDULE AWAI TS PM I N ZI MBABWE

By: K C Leong

HARARE, Sept 12 (Bernama) -- A busy schedule awaits Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad when he arrives here tonorrow for a five-day visit to
Zi mbabwe to attend the two-day Wrld Solar Summit begi nni ng on Monday.

The Prime Mnister, who will be acconpani ed by Energy,

Tel ecommuni cations and Posts M nister Datuk Leo Moggie, is al so schedul ed
to attend the inaugural neeting of the Wrld Sol ar Conm ssion on Sat urday.

On Sunday, he will attend briefings on a nunber of Ml aysi an-Zi mbhabwean
projects involving the private sector as well as witness the signing of a
privati sed power project in which a Ml aysi an conpany is participating.

Meanwhi | e, senior officials have started work to prepare two docunents
for adoption by the summit -- the Harare Declaration and the Wirld Sol ar
Programme 1996- 2005.

Representing Mal aysia at the officials neeting is Energy,

Tel ecommuni cati ons and Posts M nistry Secretary-General Datuk Nuraizah
Abdul Ham d who is assisted by officials of the Econonm c Planning Unit and
the mnistries of Education and Foreign Affairs.

The Harare Declaration is expected to spell out the gl obal conmmi tnent
towards greater devel opnent and use of reusabl e energy sources such as
sol ar, hydro, geothermal, w nd and wave power, especially in devel oping
countri es.

The World Solar Progranme will outline the major projects on reusable
energy to be inplenented around the world.

Mal aysi an Hi gh Commi ssioner to Zi nbabwe V. Yoogal i ngamtoday presented
a cheque for US$75,000 (RML87,500) to the Zi nbabwe organi sing comrittee for
the sunmit as Malaysia's contribution to the costs of staging the event.

A nunber of other countries, including some oil-producing nations, have
al so made contributions for the sumrt, encouraging the belief that there
has been a change of heart by oil-produci ng nati ons towards devel opnent of
al ternative energy sources.

The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation
(Unesco), which initiated the summit, says there is now increased awareness
by oil producers that sizeable populations in renbte areas in many
devel oping countries will remain out of reach of national power grids and
wi Il have to depend on alternative energy sources such as solar power. --
BERNANA
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