23 OCT 1996
Mohamed- Censor shi p
CABI NET WANTS BETTER GUI DELI NES ON TV CENSORSHI P

KUALA LUWMPUR, COct 23 (Bernama) -- The Cabinet today directed the
I nformati on and Home M nistries to stream ine guidelines on censorship of
broadcast material and to draw up new gui delines for vetting cabl e and
satellite television transm ssion if necessary.

Informati on M ni ster Datuk Mohaned Rahmat said the Cabinet realised
that the problemof censoring such materials had been conpounded by the
advent of cable and satellite tv.

"This is nmore so with real -tine service which requires a new approach
for censoring broadcast materials," he told reporters.

The Cabinet also ordered the two ministries to train staff of real-tine
service stations on the types of censorship to be fixed under the inproved
gui del i nes.

Al t hough there is the Fil m Censorship Board (LPF),its task has been
made nore difficult by the introduction of cable and satellite tv, Mhaned
sai d.

Mohaned said the LPF nmay not have enough staff to cope with the
wor k| oad.

For terrestrial television stations with pre-schedul ed programes of
transm ssion, the task of censoring their naterials was easier, he said.

As such, the Cabi net had decided to all ow owners of satellite tv
station let their staff do the censoring, he said.

They must do the censoring according to the guidelines set by the
governnent, he said.

"W al ready have the guidelines but they need to be streamined to
reduce or elimnate negative el enents, especially those contrary to our
culture,” he said.

The guidelines were introduced three years ago to cut out scenes on
vi ol ence, sex, horror and counter-culture.

Mohaned said the secretaries-general of the two ministries would neet
as soon as possible to work on inproving the guidelines and training
programmes on censorship for staff of satellite tv stations in the country.

The inproved or new guidelines will be ready by the end of the year and
i npl emented early next year

He said any station which did not abide by the guidelines would face
action.

"The anendnents to the Broadcasting Act passed in the Dewan Rakyat | ast
week enpower the Information Mnister to i npose a compound, fine, suspend
the services or withdraw the |Iicence of any broadcasting station which
breaches the act," he said.

Moharmed sai d Radi o Tel evi syen Mal aysia (RTM was expanding its
broadcast monitoring unit to keep tabs on progranmmes aired by | ocal
stations.

Mohaned sai d censorshi p was necessary al t hough the governnent
under stood the need for the people to have access to infornmation and
educat i on.

"W will control as far as we can in the hope that we can di ssem nate
what is good for the people," he said.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad, when opening TV3's
operations centre in Sri Pentas yesterday, urged | ocal television stations
to be nore responsible in their transnission by not touching on the
sensitivity of the people and rejecting negative el ements. -- BERNANVA
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