12 FEB 1996
St udy
CALL FOR DETAI LED STUDY ON RI OTI NG AT REHABI LI TATI ON CENTRES

KAMPUNG GAJAH, Feb 12 (Bernama) -- The Home Mnistry will conduct a
t horough study on Saturday's rioting and breakout at the Karangan dadah
rehabi | ati on centre.

The deputy m nister Datuk Megat Junid Megat Ayob said action woul d be
t aken agai nst anyone found guilty of w ongdoi ng, including the warden who
is alleged to have m streated the i nmates by beating and hurling abuse at
t hem

He rejected clains that the mlitary-style training that inmates had to
undergo for six nonths at the centre sparked the rioting.

"There is a need for such training as it is effective in raising the
i nmat es' physical and nmental strength,"” he told reporters after breaking
fast at the Kampung Maknur nosque in Sungai Gal ah, near here, |ast night.

He advised the inmates not to take the law into their hands when faced
with problens.

Megat Junid said although the mnstry had yet to receive a report on
the incident, the government woul d not conprom se when dealing with i nnates
found to have damaged governnment property.

In Saturday's incident at the Karangan centre, near Kulim the innmates
set fire to five blocks of buildings causi ng danmage esti mated at RML. 5
mllion.

Megat Junid called on wardens at all dadah rehabilitation centres to
exerci se patience in discharging their duties and not to do anything that
m ght cause tension in the centres.

The Hone M nistry, he said, had drawn up a systematic way of treating
the i nmates t hrough the educati onal and psychol ogi cal approaches, he said.
He added that sone wardens probably adopted a rough approach towards

t he i nmat es.

Megat Junid said the Anti-Dadah Council, chaired by Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad, will neet soon to | ook into the problens in the
rehabilitation centres with a viewto overcom ng themas soon as possi bl e.

He al so said that Muslimand Chinese inmates in the 45 after-care
centres throughout the country would be given three days' |eave to
cel ebrate the Chinese New Year and Hari Raya Aidifitri.

However, they nust first obtain a guarantee fromtheir parents or
guardi ans, stating that they would report back after the | eave, he added.
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