19 OCT 1996

M SI A VICTORI A CAN ENHANCE TI ES THROUGH REG ONAL MULTI MEDI A NETWORK

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 19 (Bernama) -- Both Mal aysia and the Australian
state of Victoria have the opportunity to build on |inkages which already
exi sted through successful collaborations in education, high technol ogy,
manuf acturing, electricity reformand nultinedia, said Victoria's Treasurer
and M nister for Multinmedia, Al an Stockdal e.

St ockdal e said whil e Mal aysi a was wor ki ng towards achi eving Prime
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad' s vision on the Miltinmedi a Super
Coridor (MsSC) by the year 2020, Victoria also shared the vision of a
regi onal multimedi a nei ghbourhood network of the Asia Pacific region.

He said his governnment had invited the Ml aysi an governnent and
busi nessnen to join Victoria as a catal yst towards the devel opnent of a
regi onal nultinedi a networKk.

"The catal yst, which we may form is not exclusive. It nay begin with
Mal aysia and Victoria. Wth the commitment and energy and resources our
governnent are denonstrating right now, | amconvinced it will not end with
us," he said at the Mal aysi an-Australian University Alumi convention here.

The networ ked world woul d see |inkages growi ng with unprecedent ed speed
and conpl exity, and woul d produce unprecedented grow h and opportunity, he
sai d.

This, he said, distinguished both sites (Ml aysia and Victoria) as the
partners who could be the early catalysts for the devel opnent of
nei ghbour hood net wor k.

"Through the MSC technol ogy, both Ml aysia and Victoria can work
together to further devel op i ndi genous Mal aysi an experti se and technol ogy
for donestic and export markets," Stockdal e sai d.

He al so referred to the begi nning stage of such collaboration for both
Mal aysi a and Victoria which enphasi sed on state-of-the-art communi cati ons
facilities to enabl e teaching from Australian universities.

This was through the Nilai International College project, a venture
bet ween Pel adang Ki mi a Bhd and a consortiumof Australian universities |led
by La Trobe University in Mel bourne. The first intake would be in January
1998.

"Further devel opnent of electronic interaction will enhance and enrich
education in both Victoria and Mal aysi a,"” Stockdal e said. -- BERNAVA
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