19 JAN 1996
Canada- Asi a
CANADA TO BE MORE ENGAGED | N ASI A

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 19 (Bernamm) -- Canada, |ong considered nore of a
Eur opean and North Anerican state, wants to be nore involved in Asia.

"W have fixed our eyes for too long a tine on the other side of the
Atlantic and on the South of our borders,” Canadian Prine M nister Jean
Chretien said at the opening of the First Canada-Mal aysi a busi ness forum
here today.

Chretien said: "Those days are over for good. W have |ifted our gaze
also to the Pacific. We have finally recogni sed Canada is a Pacific
nation."

He said also that his country did not have the baggage of having an
i nperial past and Canada had been working in partnership since the earliest
days of its independence to help build nodern Asia within Ml aysia and
t hr oughout the region.

Chretien, who arrived yesterday for a two-day official visit at the
invitation of Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mohamad, sai d Canada
wanted to expand its partnership in sustainabl e devel opnent, in business,
human resources and technol ogy to assist Malaysia in reaching its ai m of
bei ng a devel oped nation by the year 2020.

He said trade between the two countries had been grow ng at an
"incredible" rate of 30 per cent per year in recent years, adding that for
| ast year two-way trade was expected to surpass RM3.7 billion (C$2
billion).

Two-way trade hit RML. 85 billion (C$1 billion) for the first tine in
1993 and that figure increased to RV2.8 billion (C$1.5 billion) in 1994.
The one-day busi ness forumwas attended by about 500 business and
corporate | eaders fromboth countries. Chretien's delegation included a

group of about 200 business | eaders. -- Bernama
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