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CAP BLAMES BROADCASTI NG UNI ON OVER OLYMPI C TV SPONSCRSHI P

PULAU PI NANG, July 15 (Bernama) -- Consuner Association of Penang (CAP)
has bl amed Kual a Lunpur-based Asia Pacific Broadcasting Uni on (ABU)
(corrected) for letting a cigarette conmpany sponsor the Atlanta O ynpic
Ganes on television despite a worl dwi de stand to nake the centennial games
t obacco-free.

CAP president S'M Idris said at a news conference today that ABU,
whi ch negotiated with the International A ynpic Council (10OC) to obtain
broadcasting rights on behal f of Malaysia and 16 other Asian countries, had
failed to address the probl emproperly.

He said CAP is disappointed with the 10OC for not inplenmenting the stand
whi ch he cl ai red was reached between the 10C, Wrld Health Organisation and
Uni ted Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation earlier
this year.

Idris said Mal aysians for the past two nonths have been subjected to
aggressi ve advertising on television by a cigarette conpany sponsoring the
tel ecast of the O ynpic Ganes.

"W condemm such advertisenents because snoking destroys health and
causes death to nore than three nillion people every year," he said.

He said CAP regretted that RTM and TV3 are not mindful of their social
responsibility to viewers in their pursuit of profit.

Idris said CAP will send a protest letter to the | OC and contact other
anti-snoki ng associ ations for their support.

CAP, he added, had not received any reply to its appeal letters sent to
Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad and I nformati on M nister
Dat uk Mohaned Rahmat two nonths ago. -- BERNAMA
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