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Thai - Senat or (with pix)
CHARERN HAS VI SION FOR M SI AN THAI' S

By: Mohd Zahari Morad

ALOR SETAR, May 13 (Bernama) -- When Charern Intachat, 56, takes his
oath as Senator tonorrow, about 65 Mal aysian Thais will be at the Dewan
Negara to wi tness the cerenony.

The cerenony will be a historic event as this is the first tine a
senator of Thai origin is being appointed in Malaysia to represent the
mnority of 50,000 Mal aysi ans of Thai descent, many of whom are i n Kedah,
Perlis, Kelantan, north Perak and Terengganu.

For the forner Kedah Custons Departnent director, the senatorship cones
with a big responsibility to steer the Thai conmunity towards a better
livelihood in this prosperous country.

"W have | ong yearned to have a representative to voice our views and
probl ens at the highest | evel because since | ndependence we don't have such
an opportunity,” he told Bernana when nmet in his office at Cergas Jaya
Conpl ex in Bukit Kayu Hi tam near here.

"This is an honour and a sign of recognition by the governnment to the
Thai community," said Charern, a project adviser to Cergasjaya Properties,
whi ch is managi ng the Bukit Kayu Hitam duty-free conpl ex.

Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad announced Charern's
appoi ntmrent at a Thai community gathering in Titi Akar, Pendang, the
bi ggest Thai settlenent in Ml aysia, on Jan 4.

Born in Kota Tanah, Alor Setar, the son of a nechanic, received his
primary education at Sekol ah Mel ayu Seberang Perak up to Standard Five and
pursued his secondary education at the Sultan Abdul Hami d Col | ege where he
obt ai ned excellent results in the H ghest School Certificate (HSC)

Among his close friends while at the college is Kedah Menteri Besar Tan
Sri Gsman Aroff.

Hs initial anbition is to becone a doctor but due to poverty and
unabl e to get a schol arship, he was forced to reject an offer froma
university in Madras and joi ned the Custons Departnent with the rank of
Assi st ant Superi nt endent.

He served the departnment in various capacity until his retirement on
Feb 1, 1995.

On his vision, Charern, who is fluent in Malay and can wite in Jaw ,
said he has set two main objectives -- to inprove the education and
soci o-econom c |l evels of the Thai comunity.

Charern said the younger generation of Ml aysian Thais are lagging in
educati on because they did not get a chance to further their education as
they are staying in villages where education facilities are |imted.

"Nevert hel ess, sone of them have succeeded in educati on by becom ng
| ecturers, doctors, |lawers and senior governnent officers," he said.

He said the Mal aysi an Thais are mainly engaged in the agricultura
sector as many of themare farners and rubber tappers.

For Charern, the tinme has come for his people to be on equal terns with
the other races in playing their role in the country's devel opment towards
achi eving objectives of Vision 2020 to transformthe country into a
devel oped nati on.

In this regard, since the announcenent on his appoi ntnent, Charern went
on a fam liarisation tour nationwide to introduce hinself to his people and
listen to their problenms and proposals to be raised at the Dewan Negar a.

Less devel oped econoni es and consuners can benefit fromthe | ower cost
of research and production by sourcing the know edge, naterials and goods



fromthe best and cheapest source.

Dr Mahathir said the globalisation of trade and industry wll
accelerate with the progress of information technol ogy and, in future, the
determ ning character of a rich or poor nation could be the accessibility
to information resources and their application, and not on its economc
weal th or industrialisation

Dr Mahathir al so underlined Malaysia's comrtnment to becone a gl oba
i nformati on society and highlighted the establishnent of a Miultinedia Super
Corridor (MSC) that will link up the new Kual a Lunmpur | nternational
Airport, Putrajaya which is to be the new federal governnment adm nistrative
centre, and the country's capital Kuala Lunpur.

"It will be the nerve centre to steer and lead the nation to nmeet the
chal l enges of an information-rich society,"” said Dr Mahathir, adding that
with the latest information hardware and software, the MsSC woul d becone a
tel eport.

Both foreign and | ocal investors can utilise Ml aysia as a springboard
to expand into the energing Asia Pacific markets with the MSC for which a
Mul ti medi a Devel opnent Corporation will facilitate direct investnments in
the project, he said.

Mal aysia is considering a teleport concept for Putrajaya and if
realised, it will be the second Asian country after Japan to subscribe to
thi s tel econmuni cati ons revol ution.

Ateleport is an integrated facility that provides its users with fast,
conveni ent access to advanced tel ecommuni cations through satellites, fibre
optics, mcrowave and ot her networks.

Dr Mahathir later previewed the Tokyo Busi ness Show ' 96, Japan's
| argest office, informati on and comuni cati ons exhibition that will be
opened officially tonorrow

He al so visited the Tokyo Tel eport Buil ding which, like the Tokyo
International Exhibition Centre, is located within the new Tokyo Tel eport
Town, an integrated township built on reclainmed land in the m ddle of Tokyo
Bay.

Japan al so has teleports in Gsaka and Yokohama. -- BERNAVA
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