24 OCT 1996
Mahat hi r - School s
CH NESE OR TAM L SCHOOLS W LL NOT BE CLOSED, SAYS PM

JITRA, Cct 24 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad sai d today the governnent will not close Chinese or Tami | school s
but will provide assistance to school s concerned.

Necessary assi stance woul d be provided to enhance the quality of
education at these schools, he said when opening a new buil di ng of Sekol ah
Rendah Jeni s Kebangsaan (C) Chung Hwa, here.

The three-storey bl ock provides an additional 15 classroons to the
school

Dr Mahathir al so advi sed students to study hard to achi eve outstandi ng
success.

In this way they could also contribute in nation-building efforts
especially at tinmes when Mal aysia is noving towards a devel oped nation
status, he said.

Dr Mahathir said that anong Asean nenber countries, Ml aysia is the
nmost |iberal in terns of the inplenmentation of educational system where
school s used different | anguages as nedi umof instruction.

"Al t hough the national |anguage is conpulsory to all students, Chinese
and Tami| are still allowed to be taught in schools. For this reason, we
have many national type Chinese and Tanil schools.

"I'n addition, we al so encourage Mal ays and |Indians to enrol in Chinese
schools. Simlarly, we also like to see nore Chinese and | ndi ans studyi ng
in national schools," he said.

Dr Mahathir said in this way children of all communities would be able
to study in the sane school and this would help to foster relationship and
goodwi I I anbng the conmunities.

He al so said the government would build nore schools to neet the
i ncreasi ng demand for educati on.

He said the governnent wanted the younger generation to be well
educated especially in the present age of Information Technol ogy which
requi red greater education than in the past.

"Under this informati on age, we nust strive to becone a devel oped race
and able to conpete with other races,” he said.

Dr Mahathir said the younger generation had w der chances and
opportunities to better thensel ves educationally than those before them

Al so present were Health M nister Datuk Chua Jui Meng who is al so Kedah
MCA Li ai son chief, Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Sanusi Junid and former Menteri
Besar Tan Sri Gsnman Aroff who is also the assenblyman for Jitra. -- BERNAMA
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