30 SEP 1996
Ger akan- Chong
CHONG PREPARED TO DROP COURT ACTION I F..

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 30 (Bernamm) -- Batu MP Datuk Joseph Chong said
today he is willing to drop civil action against Gerakan provided he is
allowed to chall enge party president Datuk Seri Dr LimKeng Yaik

In a statenent, Chong said he was only asking for his legal right to be
a candi date as provided under Rule 2.5 of the Gerakan El ecti on Procedure
1996.

He said if Dr Liminsisted that his (Dr Lims) interpretation of the
party constitution was correct, then party nmenbers woul d doubt the
| egitimacy of the existing | eadershi p because many were neither branch
chairmen nor el ected del egates to the National Del egates Conference.

Chong said he was al ways prepared to neet Dr Limto discuss any matters
inthe interest of the party.

Meanwhi | e, Gerakan president Datuk Seri Dr LimKeng Yai k today
clarified that Chong was not disqualified fromcontesting the party
presidency but was just ineligible.

"He is not being disqualified (unlike what was reported by nost
newspapers) ... he is not qualified (to contest). Being disqualified and
not qualified are two different neanings," he told reporters after opening
the Pacific Bank branch at Menara Parti Gerakan Rakyat Ml aysia (PGRM in
Cheras here.

He said he wanted Chong to fight in a fair and proper nmanner for
what ever position but he shoul d respect the party constitution.

"We cannot allow himto contest knowing he is not a qualified candidate
. we cannot do an unlawful act just to please any party menbers," said Dr
Lim who is Primary Industries Mnister.

Most newspapers reported that Chong was disqualified fromcontesting
despite obtaining an injunction fromthe H gh Court restraining the party
fromdisqualifying him

Party el ection supervisory conmttee chairman Tan Sri Chan Choong Tak
had said that Chong could not contest in the party el ection because he was
not an el ected delegate to the national conference on Cct 5.

Dr Li madvised Chong not to be aggressive for the wong reason as he
m ght regret it soneday.

"As a politician, it's good to be aggressive, not to your conrades but
towards the opposition Iike the DAP," he said.

On Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad' s advice to Barisan
Nasi onal (BN) conponent parties to avoid taking political disputes to court
but to solve their problens internally, Dr Limsaid he agreed with Dr
Mahat hir's view.

"W nust be united and accommpdating. Don't be hasty and don't take
actions that one mght regret later on," he added. -- BERNAMA
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