02 COCT 1996
Ger akan- Chong
CHONG WANTS NO CONDI TI ONS ATTACHED BEFORE MEETI NG LI M

SEREMBAN, Cct 2 (Bernama) -- Batu Menber of Parlianent Datuk Joseph
Chong sai d toni ght Gerakan president Datuk Dr Li mKeng Yai k shoul d not set
any condition for himto neet Dr Lim

He said they coul d have an open or closed discussion any tinme but there
shoul d not be any conditions attached as it was for the benefit of the
party and country.

"I hope he (Dr Lim can change his mnd and have a di scussion with ne
as soon as possible and, furthernore, allowne to contest in the party
el ections," he told reporters after meeting his supporters from Negeri
Sernbi | an, here.

He made it clear that he would not nmeet Dr Limif he had to follow the
party president's prerequisites.

Earlier Dr Limsaid he was willing to neet Chong provi ded Chong
followed the party constitution, abided by the party's central conmttee
deci sions, nmaintained party unity and did not resort to the courts or the
press to settle disputes.

On the likelihood that he woul d be expelled fromthe party, Chong said
it was up the central working conmttee to nake the decision and he did
want to make any prior comment on it.

"I took the court actions just to protect ny rights as a party nenber
and ny rights to contest in the party's elections even though | agree with
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad's advice to settle al
differences within the party and not in court”.

"The action taken was just to exert ny legal right as a party nmenber
and not to just let the party president have his own interpretation of the
party's constitution".

Chong al so said that he woul d seek the opinion of the Bari san Nasi ona
| eader shi p before nmaking any further decision on his position as Batu
Menber of Parlianent if he was expelled from Gerakan. -- BERNANA
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