21 JUN 1996
PAS- Chur ches
GOVT CONCERNED OVER PAS' CLAI M5 OF SUPPORT BY CHURCHES

KUALA LUMPUR, June 21 (Bernama) -- The governnent is concerned over
clainms by PAS that churches in the country are in support of the
i npl ementati on of the Hudud (Islam c Penal Code), Mnister in the Prine
M ni ster's Departnent Datuk Dr Abdul Hamid O hrman said today.

He said the governnment felt that this could create religious
m sunder st andi ng and | ead to bigger problens that would be difficult to
over cone.

The Mal aysi an Council of Churches wote to Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad | ast week to deny a report in PAS official organ
"Har akah" that churches are in support of PAS nove to inplenent the Hudud,
he told reporters after presenting video tapes on Islamto Foreign M nister
Dat uk Abdul | ah Ahnmad Badawi at W sna Putra here.

The report in the April 26 issue of the "Harakah" quoted the pastor of
the St Martin's Church in Kota Baharu, Rev Jacob George John, as saying
that churches in the country did not forsee any problemin the acceptance
of the Hudud except for those who do not have a deep understandi ng of the
religion.

He was al so reported to have said that the Hudud woul d serve the best
i nterest of everyone includi ng non- Musl i ns.

Dr Abdul Hanmid said that the report canme as a shock to the churches and
rai sed a mgj or issue anong Christians and their |eaders.

"When the report was published, Dr Mahathir inquired fromthe churches
as to the truth of the statenment. The churches were very surprised and
besi des denying the statenent, stated that it is not their business to
interfere in matters involving other religions.

"The Council of Churches disassociated itself and Dr Mahathir has
requested me to informthe nedia to convey to the public that the statenent
is not true," he said.

Dr Abdul Hanmid called on PAS not to involve other religions in matters
relating to Islam

On the Syariah Advisory Council to be set up to nonitor the devel opnent
of Islami c securities and capital market instrunent agencies in the
country, he said that Pusat |Islamwould identify |local and foreign experts
to sit on the council

The setting up of the council was announced by Deputy Prine M nister
Datuk Seri Anwar ibrahimin Sarawak on Wednesday. -- BERNAMNA
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