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Mahat hi r - Di vi ng
COASTAL RESOURCES SHOULD BE PROTECTED, SAYS PM

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 17 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad says coastal resources shoul d be protected fromthose who seek
i mredi ate and short termgains which nust in the long run cause irreparable
damage and | oss.

"This is because the government realises that managi ng t he coast al
resources on a sustainable basis is crucial for the Iong termwell-being of
this country,” he said at a dinner in conjunction with the D ving Equi prent
and Marketing Association (DEMA) Expo '96 at Putra World Trade Centre
t oni ght .

He said a National Policy for the Managenent of Coastal Resources has
been formul ated by the Economic Planning Unit in the Prime Mnister's
Depart nent .

The Prime Mnister said nost nministries also have an environment al
division to oversee all environnental issues related to their roles and
functi ons.

It was hoped that the environnmental awareness anong policy-nakers,
deci si on-nmakers and i npl enmentors of various projects would help in the
devel opnent of eco-friendly projects, he said.

In this context, he said, he was glad to note that the private sector
has been receptive to the needs of environnmental conservation and it is
common for major devel opers to have an in-house environnmental consulting
di vi si on.

Dr Mahathir said project devel opers could rest assured that their
environnmentally friendly projects would get all the necessary approval and
start as schedul ed.

They could also mininise court litigation and paynent of conpensati on.

He sai d econom c devel opnent shoul d al ways take into consideration the
various aspects of human and natural resources devel opnent as all major
devel opnent projects in the country need an Environnental |npact Assessnent
(EIA).

"The ElI A considers social as well as physical, biological and chem ca
i npacts on the environment. The inplenentation of EIA's procedures has
managed to reduce risk to the devel oper and at the sane tinme help preserve
the environnent," he said.

"The Mal aysi a | ncor porated approach is our way of pronpting cooperation
between the public and the private sector and the non-governnent al
organi sations involved directly or indirectly in the inplenentation of
projects.”

In the case of nmarine environnent and resources, he said, the
governnent's intention is to protect, devel op and manage without entirely
negati ng the econom c and recreational potentials.

"To be worthwhile, beauty nmust not just be preserved but it nust al so
be enjoyed by the greatest nunber of people.

"Beauty that is totally hidden fromview is neaningless, worse than an
abstraction as it is like nusic to the deaf or light to the blind," he
added.

Wth current efforts focused on devel oping the rich and beauti ful
marine life, he pointed out, it was only to be expected that the nunber of
deep sea divers should increase. Currently, there are about 10, 000
recreational divers in the country.

He hoped that DEMA Asia '96 woul d serve as a positive nodel to



stimul ate the diving equi pment industry while at the sane tinme create
awar eness anong the public on the need to protect and conserve the
envi ronment. -- BERNAMA
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