05 SEP 1996
Ummo- Canpai gn
CONGRATULATORY MESSAGES AND GREETI NG CARDS SENT TO DELEGATES

By: Syed Inran Al sagoff

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 5 (Bernama) -- A deputy mnister who i s contesting
for a post in the Umo suprene council is alleged to have witten to a
party nmenber congratul ating himfor being chosen as a delegate to the Umo
general assenbly in Cctober.

The deputy minister, froma state in the north of Peninsul ar Ml aysi a,
is said to have stated the address of his office in Pusat Bandar Damansara
inthe letter with a special letterhead incorporating the Umo flag and
synbol .

"Come over to ny office if you happen to be in KL..." the deputy
mnister has allegedly witten to the del egate, who requested anonymty.

He is also said to have heaped prai ses on the del egate and expressed
the hope that "our friendship will endure" to enable themto pursue the
struggl es of the party.

The del egate cl ained that he did not even know t he deputy mnister
personal | y.

Anot her candidate in the party election, a nenteri besar, is also said
to have sent congratul atoy nessages to del egates to the general assenbly.

He is alleged to have used the official letterhead of the nenteri
besar's office.

Several candi dates who are hol ding posts in the governnent are al so
all eged to have sent letters or greeting cards to the del egates. Sone have
even taken advantage of the free postal services using the "Uusan Seri
Paduka Bagi nda" stanp on envel opes and cards.

Sone candi dates were al so said to have taken advantage of Umo's 50th
anni versary cel ebrations and the 39th National Day cel ebrations by sendi ng
out greeting cards with their photographs printed on them

A corporate figure who has interests in a tabloid, has sent greeting
cards to del egates in conjunction with Umo's 50th anni versary cel ebrations
and on being chosen as del egates to the general assenbly.

Call cards with the photographs of candidates and the list of their
past and present posts were also allegdly sent to the del egates.

Anong the candidates said to have distributed such call cards were
several state executive councillors, Cabinet mnisters, deputy mnisters,
parlianmentary secretaries and corporate figures.

Two nenteris besar contesting for top posts in the party were also said
to have "bought" several tables at a di nner organised by the Persatuan
Anak- Anak Mel ayu Pul au Pinang for nmenmbers in Kuala Lunmpur and Sel angor at a
hotel here early this week.

The function was attended by Deputy Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Anwar
| brahim who is Umo deputy president, Foreign M nister Datuk Abdul | ah
Badawi and M nister in the Prine Mnister's Departnent Datuk Dr |brahim
Saad.

The tables for 10 peopl e were bought at RML, 000, RMB, 000 and RMb, 000
each. They were said to have been occupi ed by del egates and supporters of
bot h candi dates who were all eged to have | aunched a canpai gn on behal f of
bot h candi dat es.

Besi des sending letters and greeting cards, several candi dates were
al so said to have attended functions at houses of branch heads or del egates
to the general assenbly.

Most of the functions were all egedly sponsored by the figures or their
"canpai gn managers. "



These appeared to be contrary to the renmi nder by Umo President Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanad and Anwar, as chairman of the Umno disciplinary
committee.

Dr Mahathir has even indicated that candi dates should w thdraw their
candi dacy if they have violated the conditions for the party election. --
BERNAMA
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