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CONSULTATI ON NECESSARY | N ADM NI STRATI ON OF | SLAM C LAW5, SAYS PM

KUALA LUVPUR, July 23 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said
today people entrusted to interpret Islam c | aws nust not act al one w t hout
consultation as the administration of Islamc laws is a serious natter.

He said it is necessary that people who are "alint (expert) in
non-religi ous subjects be consulted as well.

"Certainly, on matters of procedure, legally qualified people should be
brought in," he said when opening an International Sem nar on the
Adm ni stration of Islamc Laws at the Institute of I|slam c Understanding
Mal aysia (I kim

Only when all the various experts are found and consulted, can Islamc
| aw be administered in order to ensure justice, he said.

About 200 peopl e conprising judges, |awers, |aw practitioners,
academ ci ans, politicians and students, including fromother Asean
countries, are attending the two-day seni nar.

Quoting verses fromthe Quran, Dr Mahathir said Islanic | anws nust,
above all, be clearly equitable and just.

"Fanatical adherence to the formulations of aws by Muslimjurists of
the past is only justified if the end result is justice, not hidden justice
but cl ear and unequivocal justice," he said.

"If these laws result in obvious injustice then they nust be revi ewed.
The revi ewers nust go back to the Quran and the verified Hadith."

He said nodern Muslims nust be prepared to interpret again the Quran
and the Hadith even as the old jurists were in fact prepared to interpret
and to rmake pronouncenents on their own.

"Only when Islamis interpreted so as to be relevant in a world which
is so different fromwhat it was 1,400 years ago can |slambe regarded as a
religion for all ages,"” he said.

It is inportant to note that |slamaccepts circunstance as influencing
the inplementation of the aws and of justice, he said.

"The changes in nodern tinmes which have resulted in newer perceptions
of what constitute justice in new crinmes and new soci al problens cannot be
i gnored, " he added.

Certainly, he said, in nodern times, new crines are being commtted --
commerci al crinmes, dadah-rel ated crines, distribution and abuses,

m srepresentations in the print and el ectroni c medi a and nunerous
sophi sticated ways of abuse of authority -- which are not specifically
mentioned in the Quran or Hadith.

"Laws coul d therefore be nade to govern these so-called new crines. The
nost i nportant thing about such laws is that they are at least in
conformity with the spirit and the val ues which perneate the adm nistration
of Islamc justice as in the cases illustrated in the Quran," he said.

Answering questions during the dialogue with participants after the
openi ng cerenony, Dr Mahathir said the i ssue of whether punishnment neted
out to crimnals by Syariah courts is harsh or otherw se depends on
percepti on.

"W shoul d take into account the circunstances. W shoul d not assert
that in Islamthe | aws nust be harsh.

"I'f we wish to inpose punishnent, it nust be just, and not whether it
is harsh or otherw se because what is uppernost to Islamis justice.

"Many peopl e confuse justice with harshness, as if a punishnent that is
harsh must be just...that is not necessarily so."



He said Islamentreats its followers to be considerate and willing to
forgi ve peopl e who have done wong. -- BERNAMA
AZZ RAZ CTL
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