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Mahat hi r - Myanmar
CONTI NUE DI ALOGUE W TH MYANMAR, SAYS DR MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, Oct 5 (Bernama) -- Malaysia will not isolate Myanmar but
wi Il continue to have meani ngful dial ogue with the Yangon government which
is showi ng signs of change, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad
sai d today.

He said there was evidence that Asean's policy of constructive
engagenent wi th Myanmar had brought about changes as the country was slowy
openi ng up.

"Myanmar is a rich country. If we shut themoff, they can live for
years wi thout any contact with the rest of the world. In fact, that was
what they did for al nbst 20 years, why was there no effort to block them
then?" he told reporters after opening the Gerakan national del egates'
conference, here.

Dr Mahathir was asked for his views on the United States' ban on
menbers of the Myanmar military junta and their famlies fromtravelling to
t he US.

The US retaliation follows reports of mass detention of hundreds of
supporters of Aung San Suu Kyi by the State Law and Order Restoration
Counci |l (SLORC).

"I don't think they want to go to the US unless the US prevents them
fromattending the United Nations whi ch happens to be there. That woul d be
wong," said Dr Mahathir.

Dr Mahathir said that unlike the US, which is a super power that tended
to use force, Malaysia preferred to interact and have neani ngful di al ogue
with Myanmar.

He also said it would be good if Myanmar joi ned Asean so that the rest
of the grouping would be able to have sone influence and effect on the
Yangon regi ne.

Asked if Myanmar's nenbership in Asean woul d be deci ded at next nonth's
informal summit of Asean | eaders, Dr Mahathir said: "I don't know yet. If
we have our way, we want themin." -- BERNAVA
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