07 JUN 1996
Shahi dan- Recl amat i on
CONTRACTS FOR 13 DEVELOPERS TO RECLAI M LAND I N PERLI S

KANGAR, June 7 (Bernamm) -- The Perlis governnent has awarded contracts
to 13 |l ocal conpanies to reclaimand devel op sone 2,600 hectares of the
state's offshore areas.

Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Shahi dan Kassimsaid the decision to grant
them t he concessi on was nmade at the State Executive Council neeting two
days ago.

On conpletion of the reclamation work, the entire offshore areas of the
state, stretching downwards for about 15 kilonetres fromthe Thai border to
t he boundary with Kedah, coul d be devel oped for various purposes including
busi ness and commerci al areas, hotels, housing estates, a jetty and a
mari na.

Shahi dan sai d the conmpani es had been given six nmonths to comence work
in the areas alloted them failing which the government woul d withdraw the
concessi on gi ven.

Al'l the conpani es had signed the nenorandum of understanding (MU wth
the state governnent on last April 12, witnessed by Prine M nister Datuk
Serk Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad.

The governnment's nove to reclaimthe offshore areas was to ensure a
nmore rapi d econonmi ¢ devel opment in the state, and the | and woul d be gi ven
to the devel opers after they had successfully conpleted their respective
pr oj ect s.

Asked to conment on the directive issued by the federal government for
the state to replace the Malay reserve | and acquired for devel openent,
Shahi dan said the problemhad not occurred in Perlis.

The government woul d al ways take note of the issue since Perlis did not
have vast tracts of |and, he said.

As practised at present, the state government woul d al ways repl ace the
Mal ay reserve | and acquired for devel opnent with other |Iand of the sane
size and val ue, he added. -- BERNAMA
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