10 OCT 1996
Mahat hi r - Corruption
CORRUPT PRACTI CES LEAD TO DESTRUCTI ON, SAYS MAHATH R

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 10 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mohanmad has
agai n rem nded Umo nenbers that corrupt practices which start froma
contest for posts in Umo can destroy the party, the nation, race and
religion.

He said that anong the inpacts of corrupt Umo | eaders were that
government policies, especially those related to Malay and Bum putera
interests woul d be set aside, investors would nove out, job opportunities
woul d not increase but woul d be reduced, poverty woul d be ranpant and the
econony woul d not grow

"The whol e Mal ay and Buni putera society will collapse. Qur race wll
collapse. This nation will revert to its fornmer situation of poverty, chaos
and instability. The hope of the Ml ays and ot her Bumi puteras to becone a
devel oped race wi |l be dashed.

"The foreigners, especially those who continually alleged that the
Mal ays as Muslims coul d never progress and be a successful and devel oped
race, will laugh at us. And all this because of the selection of corrupt
candi dates to | ead Umo," he said when opening the Umo general assenbly at
the Putra Wrld Trade Centre here.

Dr Mahathir, who is Umo president, said that a nation that accepts
bribery as its culture may never progress and in the event, the devel opnent
of the Mal ays and the Buni puteras could no | onger be carried out.

"If this happens, all governnment dealings will cease to function and
all costs will escal ate.

"Nothing will be exenpted from bribery. Licences, AP's and approval s
require bribes. Dealings with the private sector, such as banks, require
specific payments to those who are in position to approve," he said.

In the context of the party election at the general assenbly, Dr
Mahat hir said that those who fromthe begi nning had shown negative traits
and offered bribes to seek position and wi thout any qual ns m sused power
and opportunity in furthering hinmself, would certainly be nore willing to
be bribed after having attained high position and becom ng | eaders.

"Leaders who resort to bribes to seek support will not hesitate to
accept bribes to support or to approve anything," he said.

Stressing that a corrupt | eader would set up a corrupt government, the
Prime Mnister said that corrupt |eaders would not stop at only returning
the favour of those who hel ped them

"Sooner or later they will want to enrich thenselves by selling their
power and influence. Agents have to be paid," he added.

Dr Mahathir said that for every favour granted, there were tens,
hundreds or even thousands of others who did not get anything.

"And these people will be disappointed and would reject the party when
the tine cones to elect representatives to Legislative Assenblies. Wat is
the use of being a | eader of a defeated party?," he said.

Dr Mahathir said that there were those anong Umo nenbers who felt that
power was of no use if it could not be used to help friends or famly, or
supporters and party nenbers.

"To themit is not wong. To themthis is an act of repaynent.
According to themsince they gave the support, they should now be
conpensat ed. Besi des, what is given does not belong to the ninister but to
t he governnent.

"Power that is subjected to rules is not power, so it appears. To these



peopl e power neans the right to do anything. It it can only be used
according to the rules, then that is not power, they say," the Prine
M ni ster said.

As such, he said, today we have seen how t he cost of electing the
Supreme Council had escalated to the extent that the hotel status for
del egates had to be upgraded to five stars if support were to be given.

"It is not the performance of the person's ability that is the basis
for selection. What determ nes support is the value of the bribe that one
iswlling to give," he said.

As a result, he said, |eaders who abuse their positions and were
corrupt would | ead Umo and becone government |eaders and such | eaders were
no different than those who take drugs because when addi cted, the dignity
of the race and the nation would be sold to anyone.

Dr Mahathir said that in the beginning, bribery would be discreet but
gover nment servants, aware of these abuses, would threaten that they too
shoul d be bri bed.

"Finally, those in authority and those wi thout authority but aware of
the corrupt practices of those in authority, will be come corrupt. Since

everyone is involved, no one will feel ashamed. Everyone will accept
bribes. Bribery will be condoned. Bribery will be openly practised and its
culture may penetrate at all |evels of society," he said.

"It is difficult to visualise sonething that has yet to happen. But
believe nme what | have tried to portray can happen. To sone extant it has
al ready happened. Governnent's power has been used to buy support,” he
sai d.

Dr Mahahtir said that no other nmeans were nore effective to destroy a
nation and race than to choose | eaders who abuse their position and were
corrupt because | eaders, be they kings, presidents or dictators, were those
who had destroyed their glorious enpires in the history of manki nd.

Umo, he said, nmust be led by | eaders who are of high calibre, with
quality, incorruptible and do not place their personal interests above
ot hers.

He said that Umo | eaders nust be nmade up of those conmitted to
fighting for reforns which had been pioneered and willing to make
sacrifices for the love of their nation, culture and religion.

The Prime Mnister said the view that there was no difference between
one | eader and anot her as devel opnet woul d be achi eved irrespective of
whoever is the | eader, was incorrect. -- BERNAMA
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