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Anwar - Cor r upt i on
DON T VI EW CORRUPTI ON LI GHTLY, SAYS ANWAR

KUALA LUVPUR, Nov 7 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Anwar |brahi mtoday warned
the people that corruption would becone a culture that could | ead to the
country's downfall if the people regard it as a normal practice.

The Deputy Prinme Mnister said history had shown that great Islanmc and
Western enpires had col | apsed because soci al problens |ike corruption were
not only taken lightly but had becone acceptable to all strata of society.

"OF greater worry is that we may begin to accept this crime of
corruption as a fact of life. If you want a contract, there is a fee. If
you wish to get facilities, you have to pay. If you want to win a case,
there is also a feeto it," he said.

"I'f this view and perception are to prevail and corruption allowed to
happen, the whole comunity will be destroyed," he said when | aunching the
recordi ng of the Forum Perdana Ehwal |slamjointly organised by the
Anti-Corruption Agency (ACA), Pusat Islamand RTMat the Putra Wrld Trade
Centre here

The panellists for the two-series forumentitled "Antara Rasuah dan
Keber kat an Rezeki" and "Pem npin Berwi bawa" are Perak State Mufti Datuk
Haji Harussani Zakaria, Associate Prof Datuk Haji Hashi m Yahaya of
Uni versiti |slam Antarabangsa and Ustaz Haji Tuan | brahi m Tuan Man of
Institut Teknol ogi Mara in Pahang.

The forumwas chaired by notivation expert fromthe Human Potenti al
Devel opnent Institute (I NSPEM Rosl an Kassim

Anwar, who is Finance Mnister, said the people should instil in
thensel ves a hatred of bribery to ensure the well-being of the future
generati ons.

Descri bing corruption as sonmething to be feared, he said efforts to
conmbat it should be carried out not only anong governnent officers or
politicians but also in the private sector.

"A private sector not sensitive to and not concerned about this problem
is actually one out to rob and destroy the social institution in our
society,"” he said.

"I't will indeed be very worrying if we accept corruption as a fact of
Iife and a permanent conponent of business transactions and dealings with
t he governnent."”

He said everybody had a noral responsibility to check corruption from
becom ng a culture and a seemi ngly acceptabl e practi ce.

On the part of the governnment, Anwar said he and Prinme M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad woul d al ways support the ACA's role in fighting
t hi s menace
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