24 JUL 1996

COUNTER DOM NATI ON BY BI G POAERS, MAHATHI R TELLS WEAK AND POOR NATI ONS

KUALA LUMPUR, July 24 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamed sai d toni ght the weak and poor nations must fight tooth
and nail against |osing their independence and doni nati on by powerful
countries.

Pai nting a gl oony picture of globalisation, he said a globalised world
was not going to be a very denocratic and was going to belong to the
power ful dom nant countri es.

The powerful countries would inpose their will on the rest which m ght
not be better off then when they were col onies of the rich, he added.

"This is a gloony prediction. It is pessimstic. It does not contain
much hope for the weak and the poor, But, unfortunately, it is entirely
possi ble," he said at the inaugural |ecture of the Prine Mnisters of
Mal aysi a Fel |l owshi p here. The thene of the | ecture was "d obal i sation: Wat
it means to small nations."

Dr Mahathir said gl obalisation, as interpreted by devel oped countries,
meant the breakdown of boundaries as barriers to econom c exploitation.

Every country rich or poor, devel oped or devel opi ng, woul d have access
to every other country; it would be a borderl ess world, the whol e of planet
Earth woul d be one nation and everyone woul d be earthlings, not subjects of
countries or nations.

"But, if there is only one global entity, there cannot be nations," he
said, adding: "Certainlty there cannot be i ndependence of nations.

"The new y i ndependent nations will disappear together with the old
nations, including of course the former inperial or colonial powers.
Everyone woul d be equal, citizens of the globe. But will they be truly
equal . "

Dr Mahathir said after nore than 30 years of "independence,” the fornmer
col oni es of the West had found out the enptiness of the independence they
won.

"They have found that their politics, their econony, their social and
behavi oural systens are all under the control, directly or indirectly, of
the old colonial masters and the great powers," he added.

In the bipolar world of the Cold War period, devel oping countries at
| east had the option of switching allegiance even though all egiance often
anounted to acceptance of hegenony.

He said: "In a unipolar world they have | ost even the choice to subnmt.
They have to submit to the successful superpower and its cohorts whet her
they like it or not."

Wth that kind of experience, Dr Mahathir said, it was silly to think
t hat gl obalisation woul d nean nore i ndependence and equitability for them

He also referred to attenpts by Western devel oped countries to |ink
trade with all eged human rights violations, child | abour and environnental
degradati on.

It was clear that the devel oped countries wi shed to use the Wrld Trade
Organi sation to i npose conditions on devel opi ng countries which woul d
result, not in inproving human rights, |abour practices or greater care for
the environnent but in stunting their growth and consequently suffering for
t heir people.

"Al ready the devel oped West have shown that they are not interested in
these matters in thenselves, but are interested in these only in those
countries which pose a threat to the Wst," he said.



If countries were absolutely poor and produced nothi ng which
constituted a threat to the devel oped countries of the West, the plight of
their people in terns of human rights, |abour practices or the environnment
did not matter at all.

"But if these countries are conpeting with the West in any way, then
their records are scrutinised and threats issued,” he said. "The net effect
is to prevent the devel opnent of these countries and their enmergence as
new y industrialising economes."”

He added that countries of the Wst were unwilling to give up the good
life as they had imagine their way of life to be, they wanted to reduce
conmpetition fromothers through converting their conpetitors to their
culture, their way of life.

"This they claimwill result in their so-called |l evel playing field in
whi ch they stand nore than an even chance to regain their superiority. And
so again globalisation will result in small nations remmining unable to
catch up with the devel oped world," he said.

Dr Mahathir said the effect of econom c gl obalisation would be the
demi se of small conpani es based in devel oping countries and | arge
corporations fromdevel oped countries woul d take over everything.

Little players fromsmall countries would be absorbed and woul d
di sappear while their sharehol ders, big players when they were in the snal
conpani es, would wield insignificant authority in the huge congl oner at es.

Dr Mahathir also referred to author George Owell's prediction of Big
Brother naking its presence in 1984,

"1984 has passed and gone. Big Brother did not nake his appearance. But
that does not nean that Big Brother cannot appear after 1984. The
technol ogy for global scrutiny by Big Brother is available now It renmains
for those in control to make use of this technol ogy, and 1984 will becone a
reality." he said. -- BERNAMA
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