11 MAY 1996
Mahat hi r - | deol ogy
WESTERN- STYLED DEMOCRACY HAS FAI LED TO BRI NG DESI RED RESULTS, PM

KUALA LUMPUR, May 11 (Bernamm) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad sai d today that Western-styl ed denocracy has failed to bring the
desired results because of overzeal ousness with denocracy.

When political denmpocracy was based on ideologies, in the end it was not
denocracy, justice and national well-being that were bei ng uphel d but
rather the ideological beliefs, he said in his speech at the Umo
convention held in cojunction with the party's 50th anniversary
celebrations at the Putra Wrld Trade Centre (PWC) here.

Dr Mahathir, who is Umo president, said that in Wstern countries
wher e i deol ogy was based on class, their political struggle was not based
on nmerit or the ability to govern but the belief that if they govern, they
could give priority to their interests.

"Whet her or not these interests coincide with those of the nation is
not given much wei ght," he said.

"Excesses or extrem smnever begets anything good. Extrem sm negates
all nobl e values, he said at the convention attended by 2, 700 del egat es.

Dr Mahathir said that although workers in the Wst get high wages to
the effect that their living standards were as high as those of the rich in
devel opi ng countries, the unenpl oyment rate was al so high and their
econom ¢ performance declined to a point where they could not conpete with
countries in the East.

"While it is true that the unenpl oyed in devel oped countries get nore
al | onances than workers in a devel oping country, but in a declining econony
t he governnent does not have enough funds to finance the increasi ng nunber
of unenpl oyed, " he said.

"Hence, the government's debt increases and the country's econony
becones weaker. Wen it reaches this stage, econonic recovery becones nore
difficult to achieve," he said.

He said that today, all denocratic countries in the West, which are
i nclined towards Socialism suffer econom ¢ declines with high nunbers of
unenpl oyed.

"Hence, those who are said to be Socialist Republics, that is Comuni st
countries said to be fully controlled by workers, suffer even nore economc
har dshi ps and the plight of their workers is nade worst than workers in
capitalist countries.

"From bei ng sel f-enpl oyed sl aves, these workers becone sl aves of the
adm ni stration which are nore cruel and oppressive," he said.

Dr Mahathir said that society should be nore considerate towards the
| ess fortunate anong themwi th efforts taken to inprove the |l ess fortunate
so that they too could enjoy reasonably the benefits available in society.

But he said that since no person could live entirely on his own, he
shoul d accept certain differences between | eaders and foll owers, the rich
and t he poor.

"I't is not possible that in a society everyone becones a | eader or
becones rich. It is not possible for everyone to be followers for it is
i mpossi ble to have foll owers without |eaders," he added.

The Prime Mnister said that the rule by workers who formthe majority
of the people and descri bed as denocratic therefore did not always bring
benefits and justice even to workers.

He said that it was true that in the past | eaders often oppress
ordi nary peopl e but oppression was no | onger permissible follow ng



adherence to religious beliefs and enforcenent of |aws.

One good principle, he said, was that laws did not differentiate
bet ween | eaders and followers, did not recogni se positions, status, rich
and poor, nale and femal e and other factors which differentiate the various
groups in society.

"Wth the acceptance of these common principles, it is the | aw which
actual Iy governs, not certain individuals,” he added.

The Prime Mnister said that even though uphol ding the principle of the
rule of |aw was generally viewed as fair, |aws could be influenced by the
cultures and civilisations of societies.

This was seen in the old days when |l aws deliberately differentiated
bet ween menbers of society along cultural |ines and opinions of the era, he
added.

Dr Mahathir said that it could be seen that the rule of |aw was not
necessarily fair all the tinme.

"What is considered fair during one perios may not be so at another
period. What is viewed as fair by one society may be considered as cruel by
anot her," he said.

Even t hough the concept of fairness was considered universal, its
interpretations on certain matter differ, he added.

He said that the dentracy practised in Malaysia was not simlar to that
in the Wst which had been denocracy a religion as as the comuni st
i deol ogy was nade a religion.

"Ml aysi an denmocracy is not a religion. W are aware of the good in a
denocratic systembut we are not overzeal ous about it to the point that we
accept w thout questioning everything that is done in the nanme of
denocracy, " he added. -- BERNAMNA
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