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KUALA LUMPUR, May 15 (Bernama) -- When the Ml aysi an External Trade
Devel opnent Corporation (Matrade) spearheaded t he Mal aysi an Products
Exhi bition '96 in Zagreb, Croatia, on April 16, it had one set vision -
Mal aysi an i nvestors must seize whatever opportunities avail able.

"No venture no gain. They nust have the pioneering spirit and be
competitive; think of the peace process, the transformation of its econony
and reconstruction after the war and everybody can get a piece of the
cake," Matrade chief executive Sansudin Marsop said in Zagreb recently.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanad opened the five-day
exhibition on April 18 held in conjunction with the Zagreb Internationa
Trade Fair which saw the participation of 28 Ml aysi an conpani es.

Yusof Abu Ot hman, chairnman of property devel opnent conpany Tiarasetia
Sdn Bhd, said that trade fairs were the best platforns for Ml aysian
conpani es to make known their products to the world.

The best pronpter of the conpany's products and services woul d be the
chai rman hinself. "You nust be here yourself, don't just send your deputy,"”
sai d Yusof, who also has a tie-up with Rahika Hol di ngs Sdn Bhd, a
bum putera property and trading group which is participating in the
exhi bi ti on.

Croatian Mnistry of Economy foreign economnmic relations departnent
counsel l or Alem Pocrnja said abundant opportunities existed for Ml aysi an
investors to tap in Croatian industries -- tourism shipbuilding, food,
medi ci ne, textiles, furniture, engineering, tel ecommunications equi prment,
chem cal s and construction

In the field of medicine, a Croatian research institute invented an
antibiotic azithronycin, a nenber of a new class of nmacrolide antibiotics,
terned azalides, which is active agai nst nost conmon pat hogens that cause
i nfections of the respiratory tract, skin and soft tissue, and sexually
transmitted di seases.

Cal | ed Surmanmed, it was | aunched in the Croatian market in 1988 and
jointly marketed throughout the world with a | eadi ng Aneri can
phar maceuti cal conmpany, Pfizer.

In shipbuilding, Croatian shipbuilders are able to build any type of
vessel, froma battleships to submari nes and doubl e-hull ed tankers to
el egant crui se and passenger vessels.

Over the past 38 years, ships of all types and sizes have been
delivered to owners locally and in 70 countries around the worl d.

Pocrnja said Croatia could transfer its technol ogy and know how to
Mal aysi an conpani es and train personnel too.

In the textile and cl othing sector, Cateks produces an assortnent of
cotton-printed fibres (cloths, bed linen), bathroomsets (shower curtains,
carpets), children's clothing (dresses, shorts), working clothes (jackets,
trousers, overalls) and artificial |eather for shoes, ready-nade cl othes,
fancy goods and uphol stery.

Its products are exported to Austria, Belgium Britain, the
Commonweal t h of | ndependent States, Czechosl avia, Denmark, France, Germany,
Hungary, ltaly, Romania, Slovakia and the United States.

There was a possibility of inporting silk and raw materials from
Mal aysia for the Croatian textile and clothing industry, he said, adding
that the final product could be re-exported on joint venture basis.

Anot her profitable venture is the manufacture of confectionery --



chocol ates, sweets and candy. At present, Kras, one of the |argest
confectionery and biscuit manufacturers in Croatia, inports cocoa powder
from Ghana.

This was a potential area where Ml aysia, one of the | argest producers
of cocoa, can penetrate, said Pocrnja.

In tourism Croatia boosts 1,185 islands, of which only 66 are
i nhabited. In 1990, some five mllion foreigners visited Croatia and stayed
a total of 34 nmillion bed-nights. The total nunber of tourists who visited
Croatia in 1994 amounted to 3.4 million, and 2.3 mllion of themcanme from
foreign countries.

At the sane tine, Croatian convention tourismwas al so assum ng
i nportance. The year 1996 nmarked the begi nning of a revival of the tourist
i ndustry which would be reflected in convention tourism

M | an- based Mal aysi an Trade Conmi ssi oner Mokhtar Abdul | ah said there
was vast potential in reconstruction, such as providing building materi al s,
roads and railways, as Croatia was enbarking on an expansi on progranme.

Anong other things, it planned to expand the existing airport as well
as build newones to link its islands, he added.

It was al so | ooking for investors to develop golf courses. At present,
there was not a single golf course in Croati a.

Many houses had been damaged during the war and sone 190, 000 ref ugees
were being housed in hotels in Croatia, said Mokhtar. Mst of the refugees
are fromBosnia and others cane fromAustria, Germany and Hol | and.

He said the governnent needed to build 20,000 houses a year for its
peopl e and was inviting tenders frominterested busi nessmen.

According to Pocrnja, the Croatian governnent had sought a US$100
mllion loan fromthe Wrld Bank for the reconstuction of properties
damaged during the war.

Si nce gai ni ng i ndependence, Croatia had been confronted with serious
econom ¢ and financial burdens - the cost of transforning the econony, and
the cost of the war and its consequences (war damage, care of refugees and
di spl aced persons) which caused inflation to grow

Mal aysi a' s Trade Conmi ssioner in Bosnia Dzulkifli Mahnud said the
Bosni an governnment was also in hurry to provide infrastructure for the
r ef ugees.

There were plans to create job opportunities for them and Ml aysi an
compani es were al so encouraged to participate in reconstruction projects
for infrastructure, healthcare and tel ecommuni cati ons.

Bosni a, he added, was practically inporting everything, mainly from
Hungary, Germany, Croatia, Poland and Italy, and paynents were nmade in
Ger man nmarks.

In ternms of business potential, Mlaysians could supply foodstuffs as
nmost of the food processing plants in Bosnia had been destroyed in the war,
he sai d.
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