27 MAR 1996
Croati a- enbassy
CROATI AN EMBASSY OFFI Cl ALLY OPENED

KUALA LUVPUR, March 27 (Bernama) -- The Croatian enbassy, here, which
began its services seven nonths ago, was officially opened by its Deputy
Prime Mnister Dr Mate Granic today in conjunction with his visit to
Mal aysi a.

The enbassy, housed in a npdest bungal ow at No 3, Jal an Mengkuang,
Ampang, is Croatia's 80th enbassy in the worl d.

The national anthens of Ml aysia and Croatia were played before the
of ficial opening attended by sone 100 peopl e.

Dr Granic, who is |eading a six-nmenber del egation, arrived here
yesterday for a three-day official visit.

Present at the cerenpbny were Puan Jadranko Granic, Croatian Assistant

Mnister for Bilateral Political Affairs Il Frane Krnic, Assistant Mnister
for Econonmic and Bil ateral Affairs Sponmenka Cek, Ml aysian Foreign Mnistry
Deputy Secretary-Ceneral |l Datuk Hasni Agam Croatian Anbassador to

Mal aysia Kresimr Znidaric and nmenbers of the diplomatic corps.

Al so present were journalists fromthe Croatian Radi o and Tel evi si on
stations and its official news agency, Hrvastska Infornmation Nationa
agency (Hina).

In his speech, Dr Granic, who is also the republic's M nister of
Foreign Affairs, said bilateral relations between the two countries had an
excel l ant chance to devel op further in many fields.

He said Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad's visit to
Croatia next nonth woul d further strengthen the existing ties between the
two countries which started their diplomatic ties two years ago.

Dr Granic said Malaysia and Croatia had a sinilar approach concerning
t he Bosni an-Croat Federation and Kual a Lunpur played an i nportant role
during the Bosnian conflict and after the signing of the Dayton Peace
Agr eenent .

"We are optim stic about the inplenmentation of the Dayton Agreenent and
al so hope to inprove relations wi th our nei ghbours and ot her European
countries,"” he said.

He said Croatia, being the youngest European country, would strive
harder for a long |lasting peace and stability in the Bal kan region.

The Croatian people, who proclained their i ndependence fromthe
Yugosl av Republic six years ago, have deep European roots and are one of
the ol dest European races. -- Bernana
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