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PRCODUCTI VI TY- DRI VEN, A CRUCI AL FACTOR | N ECONOM C GROWMH, SAYS ECONOM ST

KUALA LUMPUR, May 7 (Bernamm) -- The aimof transform ng the econony
froman investnent-driven output towards one that is productivity and
quality driven, although described as "too anbitious” by certain quarters,
is inmportant in sustaining the country's econom c grow h.

Mal aysi an Econom ¢ Associ ation president Dr R Thillai nathan said one
could not just "sit still" w thout doing anythi ng because "goal s and
targets” were inmportant in strengthening the fundanental s of any econony in
the worl d.

"It is true that we are too anbitious but definitely it is not wong
for us to aimfor sonething that is good for the country. Towards this end,
we have to have our own target and | amconfident that we can do it," he
sai d.

He was speaking at a press briefing held in conjunction with the
forthcom ng National Convention on the Seventh Mal aysia Plan i n August.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad is scheduled to deliver a
keynot e address and open the three-day conventi on begi nning on Aug 5.

Asked about the forecasted average of eight percent growh over the
next five years, Thillainathan said: "I amconfident that the growh is
attainable as it is rythmto nature's need especially given the enphasis on
productivity, a crucial factor in determning our future growh."

Earlier, the convention organising chairman Tan Sri Mhd Sheriff Kassim
said the convention, entitled "Productivity Growth For Sustained
Devel opnent, " woul d highlight the core issues and provide a critica
anal ysis of the Seventh Pl an.

Fourteen papers will be presented by econoni sts, academ ci ans,
corporate | eaders and governnent officials.

An estimated 500 participants are expected to attend the conventi on,
jointly sponsored by Lang Educati on Sdn Bhd, Yayasan Penang Free School and
Mal aysi an Econom ¢ Associ ati on. -- BERNAMA
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