09 SEP 1996
Kl aus- Vent ur e
CZECHS KEEN TO MANUFACTURE TRUCKS W TH MALAYSI A

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 9 (Bernamm) -- The Czech Republic is keen to
establish joint venture enterprises with Mal aysian partners in truck
manuf act uri ng, production of car conponents and traditional Czech
i ndustries |ike vase naki ng.

Speaki ng at a news conference at Carcosa Sri Negara here this
afternoon, visiting Czech Prime Mnister Vaclav Kl aus said: "W're al so
| ooking for viable projects for investnents, and we are interested in
infrastructure projects too.

"Since there is a boomin construction here, we would like to
participate init."

He said the main purpose of his three-day visit to Malaysia is to open
new opportuni ties and he encouraged his country's busi nessnmen to do
busi ness where it was profitable.

"Inthis field, | always argue that this is what the businessnmen know
better than the Prine Mnister," he added.

Kl aus, who arrived yesterday with a del egati on of 30 busi nessnen, said
he hoped they were maki ng good contacts with their Ml aysi an counterparts.
"I hope nmy visit to this country can give a new dynam ¢ partnership
bet ween Czechs and Mal aysi ans and if something |ike that devel ops, | have

the feeling ny trip is worthwhile," he said.

On discussions held with Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad,
Kl aus described their neeting as very fruitful where they had a serious
exchange of information and both | eaders took the opportunity to discuss
international politics, including their views on issues |ike the reform of
the United Nations.

He said besides talks on bilateral relations, they al so di scussed
i ssues on trade, and the outcome was very encouragi ng and a positive signa
to the business comunities of both countries.

"We di scussed various possibilities of further expandi ng trade between
the two countries and Dr Mahat hir even suggested that sonething |ike a
Czech Week be held in Ml aysia besi des exchanges of TV programmes and
tourists,” he said.

Kl aus said the Czech Republic has undergone radi cal transformation
since the coll apse of conmuni st rule in 1989.

At the sanme tine, he was very inpressed with the dynam ¢ success and
achi evenents of Malaysia in restructuring its econony.

"l believe the objectives of Vision 2020 will be realised and I w sh it
every success.

"During my visit, we discovered a new and friendly country which we
want to extend relations and to | earn sonething fromyour experiences
besi des enjoyi ng the beauty of Ml aysia," he said. -- BERNAMA
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