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DE CHARETTE' S VISIT TO G VE NEW | MPETUS TO BI LATERAL RELATI ONS

KUALA LUMPUR, March 2 (Bernama) -- French Foreign Mnister Herve de
Charette's visit to Malaysia begining tonorrowis to give newinpetus to
i nprove French-Mal aysi an rel ations, a French Foreign M nistry spokesman
sai d.

Descri bing de Charette's visit as long awaited, he said the trip was
part of France's new approach to Asia.

"This approach is culmnating with the ASEM ( Asi a- Eur ope Meeti ng)
sunmt currently taking place in Bangkok," he said in a statenent rel eased
by the French Enbassy here today.

de Charette arrives here tonorrow for a three-day official visit, the
first by a French Foreign Mnister. He will be acconpanied by his wife,

M chel e, several el ected representatives and chairmen of three | eading
French conpani es
-- Alcatel, Lyonnai se des Eaux and Al st hom

The spokesman said France wanted to becone deeply involved in the rapid
econom ¢ grow h of Malaysia, which was its first trading partner in
Sout heast Asi a.

"The fact remains that in Malaysia, as in other countries in the
region, France only has a 3.5 percent share of the market," he added.

The spokesman said France al so wanted greater political dialogue at the
| evel of senior officials of the two foreign mnistries.

Yest erday, French Anbassador Edouard Brai ne said the French Foreign
M nister will explain the controversial French nuclear tests in the South
Pacific during talks with Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanad
here on Monday.

Brai ne al so said de Charette's visit was ainmed at building a "politica
conversation" to "fill the gap" and pave the way for better
French- Mal aysi an rel ati ons. -- BERNAVA
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