07 JUL 1996
MCA- Li ng
DEBATE | DEAS W LL GUI DE CHANGES | N CH NESE COMMUNI TY

KUALA LUMPUR, July 7 (Bernama) -- The MCAwill use ideas fromthe
debat es sparked off by the prime mnister's address at its general assenbly
yesterday as a guide to inplenment change in the Chinese comunity.

Its president, Datuk seri Dr Ling Liong Sik said: "I amglad that the
prime mnister raised points |like this because it will spark off a debate,
a heal thy debate, and we can pick and choose the best ideas fromthese
debates for inplenentation,” he told reporters at Wsma MCA here today.

Dr Ling, who is Transport M nister, was asked to conment on Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohamad's statenent that the Chinese community needed new
approaches to enabl e themto have cl oser and nore effective cooperation
with the Ml ays.

The prime mnister, in his opening address at the assenbly said
Mal aysi an Chi nese needed an aprroach simlar to that of the "Ml ayu Baru"

The "Mel ayu Baru" concept is to change the culture and val ue system of
the Mal ays and ot her buniputeras so that they have sel f-confidence and are
abl e to conpete econonmically w thout being too dependent on the governnent.

Dr Ling said that in an ever changing world "we nmust al ways be prepared
to change and to adapt to change so that change becones a friend, change
does not beconme an eneny," he said.

Asked whether there would be any changes in the MCA representation in
the government with yesterday's party election results, Dr Ling said he
woul d have to think about it.

However, he said that the Cabinet |ine-up was the prerogative of the
prime minister and that the governnent could not be changing every tinme one
of the 14 Barisan Nasi onal conponent parties had its el ections.

MCA | eaders were represented in the governent based on two main guidi ng
priciples -- to make the best use of the talents and to know the wll of
the party's del egates, he added.

Besi des these principles there were many other things to be considered
so as to maxinm se the utilisation for the benefit of the party and the
country, he added.

In yesterday's party el ections, Deputy Finance M nister Datuk Wng See
Wah failed to defend his post as one of the four MCA vice-presidents.

The four vice-presidents elected for the next three-year termwere
i ncunbents Datuk Chua Jui Meng, who is Health Mnister, and MP for Serdang
Dat uk Yap Pian Hon and new faces Deputy Home M nister Ong Ka Ting and
Deputy Education M nister Datuk Dr Fong Chan Onn. -- BERNAMNA
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