12 FEB 1996

DEFENCE M NI STRY W LLI NG TO HELP NATI ONAL DADAH COUNCI L

KOTA BAHARU, Feb 12 (Bernamm) -- The Defence Mnistry is willing to
hel p the National Dadah Council which was set up recently to eradicate the
escal ati ng dadah problemin the country.

M ni ster Datuk Syed Hami d Al bar said today the arnmy was willing to help
in monitoring dadah snmuggling activities at border areas eventhough the
fell under police jurisdiction as civilians were involved.

Speaking to reporters after visiting the 8th Brigade Headquarters in
Pengkal an Chepa near here, he said the mnistry could also help the
council, chaired by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad, in the
rehabilitation of dadah addi cts.

The invol venent of the mlitary could instil discipline anbng dadah
addi cts undergoing rehabilitation and this would help them get cured and
return to the society.

Syed Hami d said the war agai nst dadah needed a new approach with
further treatnent given to forner addicts to ensure that they were really
rehabilitated

He al so said that stern action would be taken agai nst servi cenen
i nvol ved i n dadah addiction. -- Bernanma
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