18 NOV 1996
Apec- Prepar ati on
DELEGATES BEG N ARRI VI NG | N MANI LA FOR APEC MEETI NG

By: Abdul Miin Mjid

MANI LA, Nov 18 (Bernama) -- Wth only days to go before the opening of
the Asia Pacific Econom c Cooperation (Apec) forum del egates have begun to
trickle in as the Philippines shifts into high gear in its preparations for
t he 18- nation neeting.

Manila's hotels are reportedly fully booked not only by del egates but
al so by the nore than 2,000 journalists expected to cover the event.

"I"'mstill trying to get roonms for ny del egation,” |anments an enbassy
of ficial of one of Apec's weaker econom es when nmet at a hotel near the
Phi |l i ppi nes International Convention Centre (PICC) here.

The PICC, situated off the picturesque Manila Bay, is the venue for the
senior officials and mnisterial nmeetings which begin tonorrowin the
run-up to the Apec summit in Subic Bay on Nov 25. Subic Bay is a fornmer
Anerican naval base north of here.

Workers could be still be seen sprucing up the capital, with flower
pots springing up and street nmarkers given a new coat of paint while the
PICCitself is being enbellished with colourful plants, banners and ot her
decor ati ons.

Apec banners hung al ong the streets and boul evards are now conpeti ng
with the many sparkling decorations put up for Christnas.

One Filipino said: "In the Philippines, we start decorating for
Christmas early."

Apec News Bureau director Victor Tuason said nearly 300 vol unteers
woul d be nmanning the nmedia centre set up at the PICC.

Security is understandably tight with the expected presence of Apec
| eaders including Arerican President Bill Cinton, President Suharto of
| ndonesi a, Chinese President Jiang Zenin, Canadian Prinme M nister Jean
Chretien and Mal aysian Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mohanmad

Arny personnel coul d be seen conbi ng key neeting sites with bonb
detectors while | ocal newspapers today reported that the Philippine
governnent has acquired bull et-proof |inousines for the use of the | eaders.

Phi | i ppi ne President Fidel Ranps |ast night said on television that the
summ t organi sers and ot her agenci es concerned were prepared to deal with
any anti-Apec activities.

Meanwhi | e, Mal aysian officials fromthe Mnistry of International Trade
and Industry and Mnistry of Foreign Affairs are already in town to lay the
groundwork for the senior officials and mnisterial neetings.

At mnisterial level, Malaysia will be represented by I|nternational
Trade and I ndustry Mnister Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz and Foreign M nister
Dat uk Abdul | ah Ahnad Badawi . -- BERNANA
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