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Mahat hir-ali ens
DEMOLI SHVENT OF | LLEGAL FOREI GNERS SETTLEMENTS

KUALA LUVPUR, March 24 (Bernama) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanad said today that the authorities denolished illega
foreigners settlenments in this country to uphold justice.

Def endi ng the state governnents' nove to tear down ill egal |ndonesian
settl ements, he said there was absolutely no intention to offend anyone
much | ess affect ties with the republic.

"We are still of the sane stock and race (serunpun bangsa)," he told
reporters at the Sultan Abdul Aziz Shah Airport in Subang, near here, after
sending of f Polish Prime Mnister Dr Wodzim erz C nbszew cz.

The question of "serunpun sebangsa" and the denolishnents were raised
yesterday in Citra Nusantara, a television progranme jointly hosted by TV3
dan Rajawali Citra Tel evisi |ndonesia (RCTI).

The Sel angor governnment denolished one | ndonesian settl ement yesterday
whil e sone ot her states including Ml aka and Johor are expected to take
simlar action soon.

Last Monday, Dr Mahathir told state governnents to act agai nst
foreigners settlements if they were established illegally.

He criticised |l ocal authorities for their slowness in dealing with the
illegal settlenment problem resulting in the settlenments becomni ng big.

Asked by reporters today if the governnent's action would affect ties
bet ween Mal aysi a and | ndonesia, Dr Mahathir said the action taken by the
authorities was simlar to that usually taken agai nst Ml aysi ans who
occupi ed governnment land illegally.

"If we tear down squatter houses of our own people, surely other
nationals won't be exenpted,” he said.

However, state governments had been directed to be careful when acting
against illegal foreigners settlenents, he added. -- Bernana
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