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Mahat hi r - Roundup
DEVELOP CHI LD PART COVPONENTS, SAYS PM

A eh: Tham Choy Ling

TOKYO, May 18 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad wants
Mal aysi an conpani es to acquire the full technol ogy of manufacturing child
part conponents not only for autonotive but all industries.

"Japan took 100 years. W want to achieve this in a shorter tine, as
soon as possible,” he told Malaysian journalists at the end of a six-day
wor ki ng visit here.

Dr Mahathir, who departs this evening for the United States for a
simlar working trip, said his visits to Japan in February and now were
ainmed at having a first | ook at devel opi ng a conponents' industry which
requi red hi gh technol ogy.

Asked if local child parts content woul d be enphasi sed for the nationa
truck after the Proton experience, Dr Mahathir said it would be enphasi sed
for all and not just the autonotive industry.

Dr Mahat hir, who wi tnessed the signing of a menorandum of under standi ng
(MOU) for the truck project between H com Hol di ngs, Diverified Resources
Bhd and | suzu Mbtors Ltd, said while |ocal vendors produced conponents,
like for Proton, they nerely manufactured the shell while the child parts
i nside were inported fromJapan

The production of child parts at hone would nean | ess inports to help
reduce the country's current account deficit.

Dr Mahathir said the two MOUs signed by Prenier Choice Sdn Bhd with two
Japanese noul d and di e conpani es here woul d effect a transfer of technol ogy
to build such conponents.

Prem er Choice, nmooted by the Prime Mnister hinself and with Datuk
Seri Yahaya Ahmad as chairman, entered into MOUs with plastic nmould
manuf acturers Di ki Die and Mould Machinery Co Ltd and Nichiei Seiki Co Ltd.

It went a step further to obtain a stake in Nichiei Seiki in the first
significant participation of a Mal aysi an conpany in a Japanese corporati on.

Dr Mahathir, who visited three factories and net several other Japanese
corporate figures, said automati on would be vital to Malaysia's
manuf acturing sector in view of the |abour shortage.

As in the production of the Proton car, he said Ml aysia was taking an
"integrati on backwards" approach and that was to build the main product
first before |l ooking into the manufacturing of the conponents and then
child parts.

"For the automation, we will buy the robot first, then learn howto
make one and later, the robot will build other robots,” said Dr Mahathir
who had visited the Fanuc Ltd robotics plant in Yamanashi.

Asked on his visit to the Kawasaki steel plant in Chiba, he said the
failure of Perwaja Steel was no reason to give up on the steel industry of
t he country.

"The demand for steel has risen to the | evel where we need to produce
steel. Before this, Japanese conpani es were reluctant to cone in because
they said Mal aysia's requirenent was | ow but nowthey are willing to becone
joint-venture partners," he added.

On the foreign participation expected by Malaysia in its Miulitnedi a
Super Corridor (MSC), Dr Mahathir said foreign conpani es were not nerely
asked to provide hardware but also to set bases in the MsC

"From MSC, they can actually operate their production facilities
wor | dwi de using rmultinedia...they can send their plans, give instructions,
where to get what. In other words, we want themto invest in their own



productions facilities in the MSC " he said.

Dr Mahathir nmade a presentation of the MSC before a prestigious
gat hering of 400 Japanese corporate | eaders on Wdnesday after addressing
the Wrl d Tel eport Associ ati on annual general meeting on Monday.

The MSC, |ocated within a 600 sq kmstretch Iinking the new Kual a
Lunpur International Airport, Putrajaya and Kuala Lunmpur city, will have
the | atest conmuni cations infrastructure.

On whet her anmendnments to conmuni cation | aws to acconmpdate the new
information era and MSC i ncl uded the Publications and Printing Presses Act
and O ficial Secrets Act, he said the two Acts were not constraints on the
devel opnent of the free flow of information.

Instead the |laws were a constraint to prevent the press from being used
to agitate people with extremi st views and to stir up racial or religious
feelings.

"It is tenacious witing that we want to avoid, not reporting the
truth," he said. -- BERNAMA
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