10 OCT 1996
Court-El A
DEVELOPER FI NED FOR STARTI NG PRQJIECT W THOUT DOE APPROVAL

KUANTAN, Cct 10 (Bernama) -- A devel oper was fined RMB, 500 by the
Sessions Court here today for starting a holiday resort project wthout
wai ting for approval of the environmental inpact assessnment (EIA) report.

Judge Ahmad Nasfy Yassin nade the judgenent after Tadmansori Hot el
Resort Sdn Bhd based in Kuala Lunmpur admitted committing the offence
through its official representative Mohd Sarji Onmar.

The accused pleaded guilty to starting the project, a holiday resort
conplex with nore than 80 roons by the beach in the marine park area, at
Lot HS (M 310, Mukim Tioman at llamon Sept 5, 1995, without getting the
El A report approval fromthe Director General of the Departnent of
Envi ronment ( DCE)

The charge was made under Section 34 (A) of the Environnental Quality
Act (Amendnent) 1985 which carries a fine not exceedng RMLO, 000 or a
two-year jail termor both if found guilty.

According to the facts of the case, the devel oper was found conmitting
the of fence by two Pahang Departnent of Environnment (DOE) Assistant
Envi ronnent Controll ers, Kanmaruddin I smail and Mohd Suhai mi Abdul | ah who
i nspected the site on the day stated.

Mahat hi r Abdul | ah, counsel for the devel oper, pleaded for liniency in
vi ew that the devel oper had pl eaded guilty to the charge.

He said the devel oper started the project without prior approval to
escape t he nonsoon season and since then had ceased work on the project.

Prosecuting officer Afandi Abdul Manap however, asked for an
appropri ate sentence because t he devel oper had viol ated the Environmental
Quality Act.

He al so produced several shots of construction work at the conpl ex.

Mohd Sarji admitted the phot ographs were of the conplex.
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