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DON' T BRI NG | N DEVI ATI ONI ST TEACHI NGS, MAHATHI R TELLS MJUSLI MS

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 21 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad t oday warned Muslinms against bringing in deviationist teachings
whi ch, he said, would not only cause disunity but also create intense
enmty within the comunity.

They shoul d resist assimlating "new' interpretati ons and teachi ngs,
like the Shi'ite teachings in other Muslimcountries, sinply because they
were practiced there, he said.

"When they follow a sect adopted by a country, it nmay cause tension
bet ween our country and the other country," he told reporters at the second
day of his Hari Raya open house, at Sri Perdana, here.

He was asked to comment on the statenment nade by Mnister in the Prine
M nister's Departnent Datuk Dr Abdul Hamid OGthnman that Shi'ite teachings in
the country had reached a worryi ng stage, especially anong students.

A former university lecturer Uhman EIl Mihammady was al so quoted as
saying that some lecturers in local universities were trying to spread
Shi'ite teachings.

Dr Mahathir said the conflict between Muslins in other countries was
non-exi stent in Mal aysi a because the Ml ays on the whol e adopted t he
t eachi ngs of the Sunna sect.

"What is the need for bringing the Shi'ite teachings here... W have no
quarrel if other people want to believe in the Shi'ite teachings in other
countries but let all Mlays follow one teaching only as nenbers of the
Sunna sect," he added.

Dr Mahathir said there was an increasi ng nunber of deviationist groups
in the country but the governnent was confident of dealing with the
situation to bring the followers back to the true path of Islam

Pusat |slamhad identified 47 deviationist groups, 15 of which were
still active involving about 1,000 followers.

Asked if the governnent was contenplating drastic steps to curb the
problem Dr Mhathir said the governnent needed to find a way to check
Shi'ite teachings.

Yest erday, Deputy Honme M nister Datuk Megat Junid Megat Ayob said the
mnistry was prepared to assist Islamc religious authorities take action
agai nst organi sati ons and publications involved in spreading Shi'ite
teachings in the country in the interest of Muslimunity.

Dr Mahathir, who is also the Home Mnister, said the situation was
under control and did not pose a threat to national security.

He said: "At this tine, there is none but we always | ook to the future.
If we don't check it early, when it expands and possibly invol ves nationa
figures and other people, at that tinme when we try to correct it, it wll
be a problem

"So, before it reaches that stage, we have to take action.”

Asked what approach woul d be adopted to deal with the problem he said
t he governnent nust identify the person responsible.

Dr Mahat hir was al so asked whet her he woul d be neeting with Louis
Far akhan, | eader of the Chicago-based "Nation of Islanf in the United
States, who was expected to arrive here | ater today.

"There is no programe, as far as | know, to talk to him" he said.
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