07 SEP 1996
Anwar - Unmo
DI RECTI VE W LL NOT AFFECTGOVT ADM NI STRATI ON, SAY ANWAR

PETALI NG JAYA, Sept 7 (Bernama) -- Deputy Prine M nister Datuk Seri
Anwar | brahi msaid today the directive to cabinet mnisters and gover nnment
servants fromUmo not to attend functions that can be m sconstrued as
campai gning will not affect the governnment adm nistration.

He said they could carry out their normal duties and should only avoid
doubt ful functions.

"If they are not sure, they are not smart enough in the sense that they
are not too sure, they can check with us, the safe thing is not to doit,"
he told reporters after opening the new Nanyang Si ang Pau buil di ng, here.

He was asked to comrent on Prime M nister Datuk Ser Dr Mahathir
Mohamad' s directive on the matter last night. Dr Mahat hir had asked those
concerned to refer to the special committee chaired by himif they were
still in doubt.

The conmmittee, conprising Dr Mahathir, Anwar, secretary-general Datuk
Mohaned Rahmat and several Umo veterans, was set up to look into
conpl ai nts agai nst candi dates contesting for the vice-presidencies and the
Youth and Wanita | eaders' posts in next nonth's party el ections.

Asked whet her the establishnment of the special conmitte neant that the
party's disciplinary conmttee chaired by Anwar was ineffective, Anwar, who
is also Umo deputy president, said it did not.

He said the establishnent of the special conmittee was proposed by the
disciplinary commttee to avoid allegations of unfairness in its decisions
on charges brought against candidates as its nenbers were al so candi dat es.

"Hence, | suggested to Dr Mahathir that the president chair the special
commttee with nme, the secretary-general and several others as nenbers for
this special purpose only. The disciplinary comrittee will carry out its
duties as usual," he said.

Anwar said the Umo veterans to sit on the special commttee had not
been identified.

He al so said that all conplaints that were signed or contained facts on
al | eged mi sconduct of nmenbers were referred to the disciplinary and none
was thrown away.

Anwar said the suspension of five menbers, including a state
assenbl yman, by the suprene council showed that the party was serious about
the matter. -- BERNAMVA
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