20 FEB 1996
Mahat hi r - Raya
DOUBLE CELEBRATI ONS BRI NG MORE JOY TO PRIME M NI STER S OPEN HOUSE

KUALA LUVMPUR, Feb 20 (Bernama) -- More than 10,000 Mal aysi ans from al
wal ks of life wished Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad and
Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali "Sel amat Hari Raya" at his open house
here today.

Visitors, both |ocal and foreign, began arriving at Sri Perdana, his
official residence, as early as 8. 30am

Dr Maht hir said though nost of the well-w shers were fromthe Indian
community, the open house was no | ess nerrier because Hari Raya Aidilfitri
this year coincided with the Chinese New Year yesterday.

"I see it is very much nerrier although we find that many of the people
who cane are fromthe I ndian comunity because they did not go anywhere,"
he told reporters.

The majority of Chinese and Mal ays had returned to honetowns in other
states to cel ebrate the Chinese New Year and Hari Raya with fanilies.

Dr Mahathir said though the Mal ays and Chi nese were busy with their own
cel ebrations, they still found tinme to call on himfor open house and to
wi sh him"Sel amat Hari Raya."

This reflected the good rel ati ons between the people of all races in
the country, he added.

Dr Mahathir said he was very nuch taken by a novel greeting "Gong
Xi-Raya" in a card given to himby a visitor which conbi ned the Chi nese New
Year and Hari Raya greetings of "CGong Xi Fa Cai" and "Selamat hari Raya."

The cel ebrations, which coincide once every 32 years, and the | ong
hol i days did not stop well-w shers, many of themcity residents, from
calling on Dr Mahathir and his wife.

Streanms of visitors began arriving at Sri Perdana at 8.30am anong then
VI Ps who included Deputy Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahi mand his
wife Datin Seri Dr Wan Azi zah Wan |snail, Cabinet mnister and deputy
m ni sters.

Not to be left out were the handi capped, priests and students. Sone of
the guests presented Dr Mahathir wi th bouquets of flowers and gifts while
ot hers requested for his autograph.

Meanwhi | e, about 8, 000 people, anpng them several ministers and deputy
mnisters, attended open house hosted by Anwar and his wife at the Putra
Wl rd Trade Centre (PWC)

He distributed "duit raya" to children and the handi capped besi des
entertaining themto the Hari Raya fare. -- BERNAMVA
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