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Downer
DOMER TO ADDRESS KL CONVENTI ON

By: Neville D Cruz

MELBOURNE, Cct 2 (Bernama) -- Several Australian politicians |ed by
Foreign M nister Al exander Downer will be in Kuala Lunpur to address the
Mal aysi an Australian University Alumi Convention fromGct 18 to 20.

Wth the thenme "Ml aysi a- Austral i a Rel ati ons Beyond 2000", the
convention is being organi sed by the Ml aysi a- Austral i a Foundati on (MAF) in
association with Australian University Alumi Associations of Ml aysia.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad will be the guest of
honour at a dinner to be hosted by MAF on Oct 18 at the Legend Hotel, the
Mal |

Downer will give the keynote address on "A new era in
Mal aysi a- Australia Rel ations" on Cct 19 after a speech by MAF chai rman and
Sarawak Chief Mnister Tan Sri Haji Abdul Taib Mahnud.

The Premier of Victoria, Jeff Kennett will speak at a special |uncheon
on Cct 19 to be followed later in the afternoon by the Australian Shadow
M ni ster Laurie Brereton, who as Transport Mnister in the Keating Labour
Governnent was responsible for allowing Malaysia Airlines to increase its
services to Australi a.

The guest speaker at the convention gala dinner that night will be
Australia's controversial Education Mnister Senator Amanda Vanst one who
has been under pressure over a Howard Governnent decision to slash funding
to universities while increasing student fees.

O her speakers fromAustralia will include Professor Ross Garnaut of

the Australian National University; Professor Ml col mLogan,
vi ce- Chancel | or, Monash University; M Paul MCintock, national president,
Austral i a- Mal aysi a Busi ness Council; Dr John Stocker, director of research
and i nnovation, Pratt Industries, and Professor Fay Gal e, Vice-Chancell or,
Uni versity of Western Australi a.

Among t he Mal aysi an speakers will be Datuk Dr Kanmal Salih, Datuk Lee
Yee Cheong, Datuk A Kadir Jasin, Mke Krishna, Tan Sri Dr Orar Abdu
Rahman, Ananda Krishnan, Datuk Effendi Norwawi, Tan Sri Dr Abu Bakar
Sul ei man and Tan Lei Cheng.

About 250 university officials and alumi from Australia as well as 750
Mal aysi an al ummi are expected to attend the convention which will provide
an opportunity for the participants to di scuss Ml aysi a-Australia
co-operation in conmerce, trade, professional services and educati on.

The highlight of associated cultural events will be the perfornmace of
Mazat Cabaret by the Queensland Phil harnonic Orchestra at the gal a di nner
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