16 JUL 1996

DR M AND AKAYEV ATTEND JO NT M SI A- KYRGYZ CONCERT

Bl SHKEK, July 16 (Bernanma) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mahat hi r Mohamad and his host Kyrgyz president Askar Akayev attended a
joint performance by a 28-nmenber Ml aysi an troupe and Kyrgyz cultura
perforners at the state concert hall here this evening.

Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Ali and Madam Akayev were present as well as
menbers of the prime mnister's official and busi ness del egati ons.

Earlier, when delivering his speech accepting an honorary professorship
conferred by the Kyrgyz State University, Dr Mahathir said there was scope
for the university to cooperate with Ml aysi an universities and establish
I i nkages for nutual benefits.

"I personally hope these linkages will cone to fruition soon," he said,
adding that with the facilities available today there were exciting
prospects for universities in the republic to be in touch with centres of
hi gher | earning in other countries.

Dr Mahathir said the Kyrgyz State University, which was established

over four decades ago, like other universities in devel oping countries,
must be conscious of its particular relevance to a devel opi ng econony by
produci ng professionals, educators and good technocrats. -- BERNAMVA
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