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By: Rachman Nordin

ALMATY, July 18 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad began a three-day official visit to Kazakhstan today, pledging
assi stance to the republic to build a new capital city and to train
Kazakhst an econoni sts in Mal aysi a.

Foll owi ng tal ks with President Nursultan Nazarbayev after a wel com ng
ceremony at the Presidential office, Dr Mahathir and his host signed a
joint declaration on bilateral cooperation and witnessed the signing of two
agreenents, one on aviation services and the other on banking.

At a joint session with the nedia i mediately after that, Nazarbayev
sai d Kazakhstan wanted to share Mal aysi a's experience, especially in
dealing with four aspects of national devel oprent.

Firstly, it wants to learn from Mal aysi a's experience in social
devel opnent in a nmulti-racial society and, secondly, its success in
becom ng a maj or producer of commodities as well as manufactured itens.

Thirdly, Ml aysia's approach to market reforms and |iberalisation of
the econony was al so rel evant to Kazakhstan's current devel opnment needs, he
sai d.

Fourthly, his country would want to i ncorporate the nost positive
el enments in Mal aysia's | ong-termdevel opment plans, especially the vision
to be an industrialised nation by the year 2020.

The Kazakhstan president al so hoped Dr Mahat hir woul d gi ve his persona
attention to a US$800 million hydroel ectric project which a Ml aysian
conmpany has signed a deal to undertake its construction.

Nazar bayev al so proposed that Ml aysi a enpl oy Kazakhstan workers to
hel p overcone the | abour shortage in Ml aysi a.

On his part, Dr Mahathir invited Kazakhstan's technocrats to Mal aysia
to study how Mal aysia is undertaking the construction of a new
adm ni strative capital outside Kuala Lunpur.

"Ml aysi a's own experience in financing the project will be useful to
Kazakhst an, " he said.

At the sane tinme, Dr Mahathir said he woul d encourage Ml aysi an
busi nessnen to | ook into the design of the proposed new capital for
Kazakhstan i n Aknoly, about 1,000kmfromthe present capital Al maty.

Replying to questions fromthe Kazakhstan nedia, Dr Mahathir said while
Asean recogni sed the major rol e Kazakhstan played in confidence-building in
t he Commonweal th of | ndependent States (CI'S), Ml aysia would have to
consult the other Asean nenbers -- Brunei, |Indonesia, the Philippines,

Si ngapore, Thail and and Vietnam - on Kazakhstan's desire to join the Asean
Regi onal Forum

Meanwhi | e, when briefing Mal aysian journalists |ater, Deputy
Secretary-General of the Foreign Mnistry Datuk Abdul HalimAli said during
their discussion the two | eaders identified 100 projects where Ml aysi an
conpani es can take part in Kazakhstan.

According to him Kazakhstan invited Ml aysian conpanies to invest in
the manufacturing of jewellery to take advantage of Kazakhstan's abundant
m neral deposits, especially gold.

The Ml aysi a- Kazakhst an avi ati on servi ces agreenment was si gned by Wrks
M ni ster Datuk Seri S. Sany Vellu and Yuri Louril enko, the Kazakhstan
M ni ster of Transport and Communi cati ons.

Deputy CGovernor of Bank Negara Fong Weng Phak and his Kazakhstan
count erpart Kadyrzhan Damitov signed the MoU on banki ng which sets the



basis for wi de-ranging areas of cooperation in that field, including
personnel training.
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