08 AUG 1996
Mahat hir-El ectricity
DR M TELLS TNB TO LEARN FROM OTHER COUNTRI ES

KUCHI NG Aug 8 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad wants Tenaga Nasi onal Berhad (TNB) to adopt the electricity
distribution systemof countries which sel domexperi enced power failures.

"We shoul d not be shy to copy what is good and if others can get
uni nterrupted electricity supply, why can't we?" he said today.

It was difficult to accept a nationw de bl ackout, he said in an
i ntervi ew broadcast |ive over Radi o Kenyal ang (RK) in conjunction with his
visit to the station here

Dr Mahathir said other countries never experienced nati onwi de bl ackouts
but only isol ated power disruptions.

"We should I earn and find out why nati onwi de power failures occurred in
our country but not in other places," he said.

He was asked to comment on | ast Saturday's power failure which brought
the whol e of peninsular Malaysia to a virtual standstill for at |east 12
hours.

During the hal f-hour interview, disc jockey Zainaldin Zainal asked Dr
Mahat hir a wi de range of questions, including on the political situations
i n Sabah and Kel antan, corruption and Sarawak's econom c grow h.

On Sarawak, Dr Mahathir said its rapid econonmic growh was due to an
efficient state adninistrati on and managenent whi ch succeeded in attracting
foreign investors.

"Investors will not cone if we are not good in administering the state.
That is why they did not want to go to Kel antan because they did not know
how to deal with an inefficient government,"” he said.

On the ot her hand, Sarawak was devel opi ng rapidly and growth was not
concentrated in Kuching but was spread out to other places including Mikah,
Sibu, Mri and Bintulu, he said.

"But it's the reverse in Kel antan because they think a governnent does
not need any ability and when they administer all sorts of defects energe,”
he sai d.

Dr Mahathir sai d Mal aysi ans, whether in the peninsula, Sabah or
Sar awak, were capabl e of achieving devel opnent and keepi ng pace with the
rapid grow h bei ng experienced in the country.

"What is required is only the desire to go for it and the determ nation
to learn and, therefore, | believe | amnot |eaving anyone behind," he
sai d.

On RK, Dr Mahathir hoped that its establishment would hel p strengthen
the Iink between the people and t he governnent.

"The peopl e need to know devel opnents throughout the country and this
is very inportant for our country's devel opnment. Wth the presence of RK
the latest (information) can be known by the people."

RK, owned by Kristal Harta Sdn Bhd, is Sarawak's first private radio
station. It began trial transmi ssion on Aug 1 this year. -- BERNAVA

MI RDY YBY



	DR M TELLS TNB TO LEARN FROM OTHER COUNTRIES (Bernama 08/08/1996)

