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DR MAHATHI R AND W FE PAY LAST RESPECTS TO | BU TI EN

By: Khairdzir Yunus

SURAKARTA (Central Java), April 29 (Bernama) -- Prine M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad and his wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasnah Mohamad Al i
today paid their |last respects to President Suharto's wife, Ibu Tien, who
died of a heart attack yesterday.

The Prinme Mnister and his wife arrived at 11.23am at DalemKalitan,
lbu Tien's fam |y hone here where her body was taken to yesterday.

They conveyed their condol ences to President Suharto and his children.

Dr Mahathir was acconpani ed by Foreign M nister Datuk Abdul | ah Ahnmad
Badawi and Mal aysi a's Anbassador to | ndonesia Datuk Zainal Abidin Alias and
their w ves.

I bu Tien, whose full nanme is Siti Hartinah Suharto, passed away aged 72
at the Gatot Subroto Mlitary Hospital in Jakarta at 5.10am

In an interviewwi th a local television station just before |eaving
Dal em Kal itan, Dr Mahathir said he was shocked by news of Ibu Tien's death
and hoped that |ndonesians would be patient in their hour of bereavenent.

The Prime Mnister and his wife left DalemKalitan at about 11.50am

Earlier, Dr Mahathir was nmet on arrival at the Adi sumarno Airport here
at about 10. 30am by Tourism Post and Tel econmuni cati ons M ni ster Joop Ave
and the President's son-in-law Mej Jen Prabowo Subi anto.

Among ot her | eaders of nei ghbouring countries who also paid their |ast
respects were the Sultan of Brunei, Singapore Prinme Mnister Goh Chok Tong
and Thai Prime M nister Banharn Sil pa- Archa.

Ibu Tien will be buried at the famly graveyard, situated about 30km
fromDalemKalitan, this afternoon. -- BERNAMA
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