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DR MAHATH R ARRI VES | N CROATI A TO BEG N BALKAN TOUR

By: Mkhtar Hussain

ZAGREB, April 18 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad arrived
here today for talks with Croatian | eaders and busi nessnmen on the first |eg
of a three-nation tour to pronote trade ties and reconstruction in the
war -t orn Bal kan st at es.

The Prime M nister, acconpanied by Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Al
flewin by a special aircraft fromZurich. He was nmet on arrival at the
Zagreb international airport by Croatian Prinme Mnister Zl atko Matesa and
M ni ster of Econony Davor Stern as mnister-in-attendance.

Mal aysi an Charge d' Affaires Kamal |smaun was al so present.

Dr Mahat hir, whose del egation includes top executives of 14 Ml aysi an
conpani es and governnent officials, |ater proceeded to the Banski Dvori
(Government Buil ding) where he is schedul ed to have a neeting with Croatian
Prime Mnister Zl atko Matesa before a separate neeting of the two
countries' del egati ons.

The two | eaders are expected to focus on trade cooperation and the
easing of travel facilities between the two countries.

He will call on President Franjo Tudjman later in the evening.

Among key officials in the Malaysi an del egation are International Trade
and I ndustry Mnister Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz, Deputy Foreign M nister
Datuk Dr Leo M chael Toyad and Wsnma Putra Secretary-Ceneral Tan Sri Ahnad
Kam | Jaafar.

Dr Mahathir will al so open the Ml aysi an Products Exhibition before
officially launching the sale of Proton cars at the Zagreb Spring Fair

After the two del egations' neeting, Dr Mahathir will witness the
signing of an agreenment on Partial Abolition of Visa Requirenents between
Dr Toyad and his Croatian counterpart |van Sinonovic.

The Croatian leg of the Bal kan tour will also see the signing of
several joint-venture agreenents and Menoranda of Understandi ng (MU)
bet ween representati ves of Ml aysi an conpani es and their Croatian
counterparts.

The busi ness del egation is being | ed by H com Berhad chairman Dat uk
Seri Yahaya Ahmad. Qther industry captains are Mal aysian Airlines System
Ber had chairman Tan Sri Tajudin Ram i, executive chairman of Renong Ber had
Tan Sri Hal i m Saad, Tenaga Nasi onal Berhad executive chairman Tan Sri Ani
Arope, Sapura Hol di ngs Sdn Bhd executive chairman Tan Sri Shanmsuddi n Abdu
Kadi r, Arab- Ml aysi an Merchant Bank chairman Tan Sri Azman Hashi m and
West nont Berhad' s chairman Tan Sri Ghazal i Shafi e.

Dr Mahathir is also scheduled to neet forner Croatian Prinme Mnister
Ni ki ca Val entic before neeting representatives of the Croatian Islamc
Centre at his suite at the Inter-Continental Hotel here.

The Prime Mnister and his delegation will |eave for Sarajevo tonorrow
to continue his tour of the Bal kan states which will end in Macedoni a on
April 21.
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