19 MAY 1996
Musl i s
DR MAHATHI R CALLS ON MJSLI M5 TO PURSUE KNOW.EDGE BESI DES WEALTH

SAN FRANCI SCO, May 19 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad has call ed on Muslimcommunities to pursue not only wealth
but al so know edge to prepare thensel ves for the chall enges of the future.

"I't's not good enough (for Muslins) to be rich in noney," but they
needed to develop their intellectual capacities, their industries and they
al so needed to stand up and represent their countries, he said to a packed
room of American Muslimbusinessnen in Silicon Valley, California,
Sat ur day.

Dr Mahathir said Mal aysia had achieved "a little in that direction"
growi ng froman econony that depended on commopdities such as rubber and tin
to an econony that produced and exported manufactured goods through
| abour-intensive industries initially, and now t hrough capital -intensive
i ndustries.

The prime minister arrived here Saturday to address two busi ness
conferences here and in Washington DC following a five-day visit to Japan
to attract Japanese investors to Malaysia's future Miltinedia Super
Corridor (MSC).

Dr Mahathir al so toured the Stanford University Technol ogy Park, and
Sun M crosystens, Inc., the conpany that devel oped the HotJava |live Wb
browser, a software systemthat "brings the Internet alive."

Asked by a busi nessnman what advice he would give to other devel opi ng
nations in the Muslimworld, he said: "I don't go around giving advice to
people, that's ny policy... we don't give unsolicited advice."

However, the Muslimworld could learn fromnmulti-racial,
mul ti-religious Mal aysia where Mislins peacefully cooperated with
non- Muslinms to devel op the nation, he told the Islanic Chanber of Conmerce
and I ndustry (I1CCl).

The chai rman of the chamber, Anr Mhsen, expressed the group's
admiration for Dr Mahathir's | eadership and his skill in notivating Mislins
i n Mal aysi a towards noderni sation

The I CCl's goal s include devel opi ng busi ness opportunites for Mislins,
pronoting establishnent of Islamc financial institutions in Anerica and
pronoting trade and busi ness cooperation with Islam c countries.

The chanber's three-point strategy includes the creation of stronger
Musl i m busi nesses and hel pi ng nenbers to advance professionally.

There are an estimated five to six mllion Muslinms in the United
States. -- BERNAVA
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